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THREAT INTELLIGENCE WARNING

TARGET SURVEILLANCE //CHURCHES//MULTIPLE IVO BEAVER COUNTY - HOPEWELL,
PA JUNE - JULY 2025

CAVEAT: THIS IS AN INTELLIGENCE PRODUCT WHICH RELIES ON OPEN-SOURCE MEDIA OR
GOVERNMENT RELEASED UNCLASIFIED INFORMATION. RECOMMENDED ACTIONS ARE INCLUDED FOR
CLIENTS FOR INFORMATION AND ACTIONS DEEMED APPROPRIATE.

PREDICATION

Target surveillance (intelligence collection) of churches reported in open media is rare.
Mainly because church security teams not professionally trained to the threat. Secondly,
most churches are incredibly soft targets, and it is assessed that least 90 percent of
churches, clergy and congregations are oblivious. This means most target surveillance
operations have not been detected. During 2023-2024, In Obscura detected and reported
suspected surveillance by behavioral cues and elicitation. These were thoroughly reported
to local police. During January 2025, in Fairfax County, Viginia, the location of In Obscura,
two overt surveillance operations were interrupted by church staff.’

" Virginia Church Disrupts Pre-Attack Surveillance: Are Churches Being Targeted?
Keith Graves, Christian Warrior Training (Substack), Jan 17, 2025
https://www.christianwarriortraining.com/p/virginia-church-disrupts-pre-attack
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The Chistian community is implored to be alert and report suspicious events (people,
vehicles, email, packages, US Mail, computer-internet activity, questionable unattended
items in and outside on church property) among others.

The Chistian community Briefly and implored to be alert and report suspicious events
(people, vehicles, email, packages, US Mail, computer-internet activity, questionable
unattended items in and outside on church property. NOTE: In Obscura assesses, with
HIGH CONFIDENCE, these activities are pre-attack planning, meaning attacks are highly
likely. NOTE the target surveillance of the Air National Guard facility on Pittsburgh Airport
property.

SYNOPSIS

Target surveillance of three identified churches IVO Beaver County and Hopewell Township,
Pennsylvania. EXHIBIT (1) The local police memorandum, disseminated on social media,
dated 8 July 2025. This cites suspicious events, late June to early July 2025. Note the
Independence Day period.

One SUBIJECT gained access to the church, engaged in elicitation, left behind an
electric bicycle battery in a pew and later departed on an electric bicycle.

e Four male SUBJECTS occupants of a sedan wearing hijabs were observed using
possible mobile phones they drove by the church, likely video intelligence.

e SUBIJECT in a second vehicle (Ohio plates) and passenger(s) remained in a church
parking lot for an extended period and departed.

e Alsoreportedis “...similar activity at the airbase at Pittsburgh Airport...” not further
elaborated.

3. COMMENT

The indication of similar activity reported IVO airbase at Pittsburgh Airport is genuinely
concerning. This indicates potentially multiple teams in a coordinated collection mission
to provide intelligence satisfying collection requirements for future attack or further
collection to select and plan an attack one or all identified locations.
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The other aspect concerning concern is the number of locations, unknown where probable
intelligence collection was successful yet not detected or reported. Hopewell Township,

located in Beaver County, the Pittsburgh, PA metro area. Identified churches are, including
Latitude/Longitude locations follow. These churches appear large congregations based on

size of the facilities. It is not known if any of them have a security cadre of their capabilities.

It is noted that police were notified.

New Bethlehem Church, Independence 40.549592420137955, -
80.28346307435994

Genesis Church Hopewell 40.563786003365564, -80.2743141332639

Ridgepointe Church, Brighton 40.70622484680499, -80.31670952916383

4. KEY TAKEAWAYS

Itis the mission and vision of In Obscura that heightened, trained vigilance and
clandestine observation skills and immediate reporting by church attendees, clergy,
staff, and security MUST happen without alerting the operators. This reporting to
local or federal law enforcement from a trained observant mindset, with facts and
information on what was detected after the fact, or currently in-progress. Learned
observation skills and techniques which will not be “alerting behavior” to the
SUBIJECTS, must be perpetual. In Obcura is trained and certified and poised for
much more than consulting.

Itis also recommended that church security staffs with police assistance start
sharing information on security TTP and concerns, in effect a threat working group.

Churches have been TARGETS which MUST BE HARDENED NOW. Clergy MUST
ensure the entire church body be trained on suspicious activity, persons and most
importantly anomalies. Enhanced by upgrades in physical security hardware and
procedures. A starting place is Mitigating Attacks on Houses of Worship Security
Guide at https://www.cisa.gov/resources-tools/resources/mitigating-attacks-

houses-worship-security-guide
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e Police disclosure of reported multiple reported target surveillance operations and
evident tradecraft is exceptionally serious and considered by In Obscura as a
warning pf a coming attack.

e Consider the police memorandum cleared for public release at EXHIBIT (2) is NOT a
clear picture of the real threat environment. Assuredly FBI JTTF is the lead operating
agency as well as Air Force Office of Special Investigations on the indicated activity
at the Air Reserve base at Pittsburgh Airport.

e HIGH confidence that other churches were surveilled but were not detected. Noted
that while the activity that was reported might have been deliberately overt and
meant to be detected, softer targets might have already been selected, and these
three churches were a defection and ruse to draw police and security
enhancements.

5. SOURCES

KDKA-AM Radio Pittsburgh (MSN Page) Hopewell Police aware of several suspicious
incidents at churches Story by Andrew Limberg, 9 July 2025
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/crime/hopewell-police-aware-of-several-suspicious-
incidents-at-churches/ar-AA1lhcKX?ocid=BingNewsSerp

Debate sparked after Hopewell police post letter regarding 'suspicious activity'
Chandi Chapman, WTAE Updated: 8:36 PM EDT Jul 9, 2025
https://www.wtae.com/article/debate-hopewell-police-department-letter-suspicious-
activity/65357160.
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EXHIBIT (1)

Hopewell Township Police Department - Aliquippa.
Pennsylhvania
1d - &

FPlease report any suspicious activity to 911.
If vou see something say something!

HorPrEwELL TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPARTMENT
BT CLARK BV
Al r_l-:'ll'l:.-:. r':l:-u.. :;;:1
|:;'.:.'1'n:1'|:" :":.":;II_':-L';ZH. “hllh:: ‘-"-: B T ]
il et Bofipeding o=arbeepar s s s oo
Jaly &, 2025
Dear Sir M adasmc

Theerre have heen thiree separate incidents reported regardimg suspicious activities
imvalwing males that appear to be, were reported as, of Middle Eastern or of Hispanic
ethiicity. These incibents have been reported to the police in twe Besver County area in the
last eight days. Qe incident cocarmed at Mew Bethlebem Church in Independence, one at
Genesis Church in Hopewell, and one at Ridge Podnt Chasrch in Brighton Tewnship.

At Ridge Point in Brighton [29FUN) a Middle Eastern made claiming he wars from BSrmael, and
In-ﬂl.:lng for & new mosques, i an ebeotric hicycds battery in ones of the povws and left by 5o
#lectric hicpcle. In Independence at Mew Bethlehem (D2ZJUL), four males in hijabs were
abserved in a silver sedan doiving by slowly with their phones ug { possibly aking
pictwres] In Hopewedl, ot Gemsis Claarch (06]UL), a Middle Eastern / Hispanic male was
counght off guard in the parking lod by @ memsber beowving sereice sarhy, sak im vis car for fiee
minutes, then left the area in a blee-gray Subam Legacy with OH registration. Thers has
apparently been Similiar activity near the Alrlase at the Pittsburgh Adrport.

Please be observant of your surroundings. Wi strongly sdvisoe youw o call 911 amd report
anything sampicicus, especially anything similar to these events. Hopewsell Townshigp Police
will her conduscting extra patrods at the chasrc s of Hopeseed] Townshdp.

SBinceredy,

=
Chief of Podice
Haopewell Township

* Recpile McAotungg il LT Bl 3 B bl rsiamsnienily”™
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EXHIBIT (2)
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DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY CLASSIFICATION: TLP AMBER = Limited disclosure, recipients
can only spread this on a need-to-know basis within their organization and its clients. Sources may use
TLP: AMBER when information requires support to be effectively acted upon, yet carries risk to privacy,
reputation, or operations if shared outside of the organizations involved. FURTHER INFORMATION
https://www.cisa.gov/news-events/news/traffic-light-protocol-tlp-definitions-and-usag
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[Traffic Light Protocol (TLP) Definitions

Color

When should it be used?

How may it be shared?

For the eves and ears of individual
recipients only, no further disclosure.

Sources may use TLP:RED when
information cannot be effectively acted
upon without sigmificant nsk for the
privacy, reputafion, or operations of the
organizations involved.

Recipients may therefore not share TLPRED
information with anyone else. In the confext of a
meefing, for example, TLP:RED information is limited
to those present at the meeting.

Limited disclosure, recipients can
only spread this on a need-to-know
basis within their organization and its

clients. Note that

TLP:AMBER+STRICT|

restricts sharing to the organization
only.

Sources may use TLP:AMBER when
mformation requires support to be
effectively acted upon, vet carmes nisk to
privacy. reputation. or operations if shared
outside of the organizations mvolved.

Recipients may share TLP:AMBER information with
members of

their own organization and its clients, but only on a
need-to-know basis fo protect their organization and its
clients and prevent further harm. Note: if the source
wantfs fo restrict sharing to the organization only, they
must specify TLP:AMBER+STRICT.

spread this within their community.

Sources may use TLP:GREEN when
mformation i1s useful to increase
awareness within their wider comnmnity.

Recipients may share TLP:GREEN information with
peers and partner organizations within their
commmmity, but not via publicly accessible channels.
TLP:GREEN information may not be shared outside of
the comnmmity. Note: when “commmumity”™ is not
defined. assume the cybersecurity/defense community.

Recipients can spread this to the
world, there is no limit on disclosure.

///END///

Sources may use TLP:CLEAR when
nformation carries munimal or no
foreseeable nisk of misuse, i accordance
with applicable rules and procedures for
public release.

Subject to standard copynght rules, TLP:CLEAR
information may be shared without restriction.
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