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///FLASH/// THREAT INTELLIGENCE WARNING 

THIS IS RAW INTELLIGENCE 1410E/25 DEC 2025 
TURKEY – COMPLEX ATTACK NEUTRALIZED  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
CAVEAT: THIS INTELLIGENCE PRODUCT RELIES ON OPEN-SOURCE MEDIA OR GOVERNMENT RELEASED 
UNCLASIFIED INFORMATION. RECOMMENDED ACTIONS ARE INCLUDED FOR CLIENTS FOR 
INFORMATION AND ACTIONS DEEMED APPROPRIATE. 
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
WARNING: THE THREAT LEVEL FOR THE HOLIDAY SEASON IS URGENT AND REQUIRES 
HIGH VIGILANCE INCREASED SURVEILLANCE BY CHURCH SECURITY FORCES.  
REMEMBER IN OBSCURA HAS WARNED ON THE TARGET SURVEILLANCE AND 
INTELLIGENCE COLLECTION AGAINST CHURCHES. 

 
CHURCH THREAT LEVEL – URGENT 

 
THREAT ESCALATION WARNING 
Threat escalation was indeed predicted and warned in recent In Obscura products and 
actions deemed critical for churches, clergy and security forces.  Escalation is expected on 
prior attack anniversaries and most importantly the holiday seasons of Christmas, 
Hannukah and the New Year.  Clergy and Security Forces MUST escalate proactive and 
clandestine surveillance immediately at a minimum of countermeasures. 
 
///FLASH/// SIGNFICANT ACTIVITY (SIGACT) 
22 Dec 2025 - Turkish Intelligence (MIT) captured a senior member of the Daesh (ISIS-K 
Khorasan) along the Afghanistan-Pakistan border, Mehmet Goren during caught in a covert 
operation.  Little OSINT details means this operation is on-going.  Media reporting seems to 
associate this prisoner with apparent interrogation derived actionable information which 
led to neutralizing major complex attacks on Christmas and potentially New Year 2026. 
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25 Dec 2025 - One hundred and fifteen ISIS terror suspects detained in Turkey for pre-
attack planning on Christmas and New Year celebrations in the country and elsewhere.  
ISIS also had issued a call to action particularly against non-Muslims during Christmas 
and New Year's celebrations.  Counterterror raid of 124 locations in Istanbul and arrested 
115 of the 137 suspects they were looking for. Pistols and ammo were also seized.  Anadolu 
said the suspect was identified as Mehmet Goren and a member of the group's 
Afghanistan-based Islamic State-Khorasan branch. He was caught in a covert operation 
and transferred to Turkey. 
 
SIGACT NEWS AND SOCIAL MEDIA  
• German police foiled an attack on a Christmas market in Bavaria on December 13, 

arresting an Egyptian, a Syrian, and three Moroccans. The Egyptian suspect, an imam, 
had called for the attack while preaching at a mosque in the Dingolfing-Landau area 
“using a vehicle to kill or injure as many people as possible,” authorities said. Joachim 
Herrmann, Bavaria’s state interior minister, described the incident as “a potentially 
Islamist-motivated attack.” 

 
• A Syrian was denied entry to a Leipzig nightclub next to the Christmas market because it 

was full. The Syrian returned minutes later and pulled an AK-47 from his jacket. Security 
staff were able to tackle and disarm him after he failed to correctly insert the magazine. 

 
• German police also arrested a 21-year-old from Central Asia on suspicion of an Islamist 

terror attack against a Christmas market, this time targeting “large crowds” in 
Magdeburg. A car rammed revelers at a Christmas market in the eastern German city of 
Magdeburg in December 2024, killing at least five people and injuring more than 200. 

 
• A jihadi attack at a Christmas market in Poland was foiled. Police arrested Mateusz W., a 

student at the Catholic University of Lublin. “The man was very fascinated by Islam,” and 
“sought to establish contacts with the Islamic State,” Jacek Dobrzynski, a spokesperson 
for Poland’s special services, said. 
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• Meanwhile, several major festive events have been cancelled because of the threat of an 
Islamist attack. Paris has cancelled its annual New Year’s Eve fête and concert along the 
iconic Champs-Élysées, which has been a regular event for six decades. 

 
THREAT AND ATTACK HISTORIC 
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SOURCES 
Senior figure of ISIS (Daesh) terror group captured in Afghanistan-Pakistan region by 
Turkish intelligence 
Esra Tekin  |22.12.2025 - Update : 23.12.2025 
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/turkiye/senior-figure-of-isis-daesh-terror-group-captured-in-
afghanistan-pakistan-region-by-turkish-intelligence/3777908 
 
ISIS had issued a call to action against non-Muslims during Christmas and New Year's, 
Turkish officials say. 
By Jon King, Express News, 14:45, Thu, Dec 25, 2025 Updated: 14:47, Thu, Dec 25, 2025 
https://www.express.co.uk/news/world/2150492/isis-christmas-new-year-attack-thwarted 
 
115 Daesh suspects planning Christmas, New Year attacks captured in Istanbul 
Officers from the Türkiyes Police Special Operations Department during an operation 
targeting Daesh terrorist organization, at an unspecified time and location. 
https://www.turkiyetoday.com/nation/115-daesh-suspects-planning-christmas-new-year-
attacks-captured-in-istanbul-3211870?s=1 
 
Officers from the Türkiyes Police Special Operations Department during an operation 
targeting Daesh terrorist organization, at an unspecified time and location. (AA Photo) 
By Newsroom Turkey Today, December 25, 2025 09:36 AM GMT+03:00 
https://www.turkiyetoday.com/nation/115-daesh-suspects-planning-christmas-new-year-
attacks-captured-in-istanbul-3211870 
 
ISIS Condemnation of Christmas Threatens Celebrations in Europe 
Islamists Seek to Push Western Christians into Dhimmitude, Scholar Warns 
December 19, 2025 Jules Gomes, Middle East Forum via Focus on Western Islamism 
https://www.meforum.org/fwi/fwi-news/isis-condemnation-of-christmas-threatens-
celebrations-in-europe 
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Turkish agents capture senior Daesh member on Afghanistan-Pakistan border 
Updated 22 December 2025 AP December 22, 202521:22 
https://arab.news/yv8mj 
 
THREAT SNAPSHOT: House Homeland Unveils Updated “Terror Threat Snapshot” 
Assessment After Annual Worldwide Threats Hearing 
https://homeland.house.gov/2025/12/19/threat-snapshot-house-homeland-unveils-
updated-terror-threat-snapshot-assessment-after-annual-worldwide-threats-hearing/ 
December 19, 2025 
 
SOCIAL MEDIA SIGNFICANT ACTIVITIES 
 

https://arab.news/yv8mj
https://homeland.house.gov/2025/12/19/threat-snapshot-house-homeland-unveils-updated-terror-threat-snapshot-assessment-after-annual-worldwide-threats-hearing/
https://homeland.house.gov/2025/12/19/threat-snapshot-house-homeland-unveils-updated-terror-threat-snapshot-assessment-after-annual-worldwide-threats-hearing/
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===========================DISSEMINATION====================================================  
IN OBSCURA HAS ADOPTED THE OSINT CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM OF DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY 
CLASSIFICATIONS ‘TRAFFIC LIGHT PROTOCOL’ RELEASE CAVEATS. THESE REGULATE IN OBSCURA REQUIREMENTS 
FOR PUBLIC RELEASE TO PROTECT CLIENTS AND IN OBSCURA SOURCES, METHODS, AND TECHNQIUES. IN 
OBSCURA RELEASE PROHIBITION MARKINGS ALSO APPLY.  NONE ARE RELEASABLE TO NEWS MEDIA OR 
JOURNALISTS WITHOUT WRITTEN REQUEST AND PERMISSION. 
============================================================================================  
REQUEST WRITTEN PERMISSION, EMAIL, PRIOR TO DISSEMINATING ANY IN OBSCURA PRODUCTS OR 
INFORMATION.   TRAFFIC LIGHT PROTOCOL REQUIREMENTS FOR DISSEMINATION FOLLOW… 

 
///END OF REPORT/// 


