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SIGNFICANT ACTIVITIES 2 APRIL 2026 
KNOW THE TARGET – WATCH THE TARGET – LOOK DEEPER -EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED 

IN OBSCURA THEAT LEVEL – IMMINENT 
HOLY WEEK 2026 AND THE THREAT ENVIRONMENT SPIKES 

 
EPHESIANS 6:11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of 
the devil. 12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. 13 
Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, 
and having done all, to stand. 14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having 
on the breastplate of righteousness; 15 And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of 
peace; 16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery 
darts of the wicked. 17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the 
word of God…” 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  
Terrorism embraces symbols and events, such as political, historical, cultural. The 
passions run deep and almost every movement, group has memorable events, dates, 
which are sacred reminders of their calling.  These might be past attacks, the birth or death 
of a hero or martyr, insurrections founding dates.  Some groups adopt the name of a prior 
attack.  It is with this in mind that emphasis must be placed on significant attacks and 
dates within the religious realm, definition of terrorism as the calculated use of fear to force 
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political, religious or ideological goals.  Terror at its core is fear, which our Lord discuss 
abundantly in scripture.  It is in this context that the Holly week, its dates and its meaning 
are targets for attacks, such as Christmas.  But the threat envelope from Ramadan through 
Passover to Easter are historic attack venues.  Do NOT lose sight of In Obscura reporting of 
target intelligence collection and surveillance of churches. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
CAVEAT: THIS INTELLIGENCE PRODUCT RELIES ON OPEN-SOURCE MEDIA OR GOVERNMENT RELEASED 
UNCLASIFIED INFORMATION. RECOMMENDED ACTIONS ARE INCLUDED FOR CLIENTS FOR INFORMATION AND 
ACTIONS DEEMED APPROPRIATE. 

 -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 

Kidnapping of American journalist Shelly Kittleson 
 
CONTEXT: Reporting on the kidnapping of Shelly that follows is an increased emphasis in 
this SIGACT report for its direct threat environment faced by Christian Missionaries.  Having 
intimate experience with such a kidnapping OF Christian Missionaries in Iraq places an 
added passion for the formulation of In Obscura.  US Non-Government Organizations 
(NGO) exist directly address this specific threat adequately, but the attacks continue.  Our 
Christian Brother, Kevin Rideout remains missing somewhere in Central Africa 
(https://inobscura.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/TLP-CLEAR-INOBSCURA-NEWS-FOR-
25-OCT-2025.pdf )   
 
American journalist Shelly Kittleson reportedly kidnapped by Iran-backed Kataib 
Hezbollah in Baghdad NY Post, Anthony Blair and Anna Young Published March 31, 
2026  Updated March 31, 2026, 5:04 p.m. ET 
https://nypost.com/2026/03/31/world-news/american-journalist-shelly-kittleson-
kidnapped-by-armed-men-in-baghdad-terrifying-footage-shows/ 
 
Kata’ib Hezbollah: A Dominant Iraqi Pro-Iranian,   
Militia (PDF, analysis)   
December 21, 2022, The Meir Amit Intelligence and Terrorism Information Center, 
(FOREIGN, ISRAEL) https://terrorism-info.org.il/app/uploads/2023/01/E_189_22.pdf 
 
PORTION “…Kata’ib Hezbollah (Hezbollah Brigades) is one of the most dominant pro-
Iranian militias operating in Iraq; some even consider it the most dominant1. The militia 

https://inobscura.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/TLP-CLEAR-INOBSCURA-NEWS-FOR-25-OCT-2025.pdf
https://inobscura.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/TLP-CLEAR-INOBSCURA-NEWS-FOR-25-OCT-2025.pdf
https://nypost.com/2026/03/31/world-news/american-journalist-shelly-kittleson-kidnapped-by-armed-men-in-baghdad-terrifying-footage-shows/
https://nypost.com/2026/03/31/world-news/american-journalist-shelly-kittleson-kidnapped-by-armed-men-in-baghdad-terrifying-footage-shows/
https://terrorism-info.org.il/app/uploads/2023/01/E_189_22.pdf
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was set up in March 2003 because of a union between several pro-Iranian groups following 
the US invasion of Iraq. They have been operating since 2014 as part of the Popular 
Mobilization Forces (hereinafter: the PMF), an umbrella organization established with the 
aim of eradicating ISIS2. Upon the Iraqi government’s recognition of the PMF as an integral 
part of the country’s security forces, in 2018, the militia began receiving funding from the 
state and its operatives received salaries. This is how the militia members became an 
integral part of the Iraqi security establishment while being subordinate to the Iranian 
Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC)….” 
 
American journalist Shelly Kittleson received threats before being kidnapped in 
Baghdad Iranian-affiliated militias have targeted American facilities across Iraq as the 
U.S.-Israeli war on Iran rages  Maira Butt, Wednesday 01 April 2026 18:27 BST 
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/shelly-kittleson-kidnap-iraq-
threats-b2949991.html\ 
 
THE AP NEWS VIDEO 
CCTV footage appears to show kidnapping of US journalist Shelly Kittleson in Baghdad 
Shelly Kittleson, a freelance journalist who has worked for years in Iraq and Syria, remains 
missing after her abduction on Tuesday. The video shows two men approaching a person 
standing on a street corner and ushering the person into the back of a car. There appears to 
be a brief struggle to shut the car door before the men get into the vehicle and it drives 
away. Published 7:15 AM EDT, April 1, 2026 
https://apnews.com/video/cctv-footage-appears-to-show-kidnapping-of-us-journalist-
shelly-kittleson-in-baghdad-9c7c59a15c6c47a2801abf5daab8b117 

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/shelly-kittleson-kidnap-iraq-threats-b2949991.html/
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/shelly-kittleson-kidnap-iraq-threats-b2949991.html/
https://apnews.com/video/cctv-footage-appears-to-show-kidnapping-of-us-journalist-shelly-kittleson-in-baghdad-9c7c59a15c6c47a2801abf5daab8b117
https://apnews.com/video/cctv-footage-appears-to-show-kidnapping-of-us-journalist-shelly-kittleson-in-baghdad-9c7c59a15c6c47a2801abf5daab8b117
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American journalist Shelly Kittleson abducted in Iraq 
The State Department said a suspect taken into custody by Iraqi authorities had ties to 
Kataib Hezbollah, Al-Monitor (USPER), Amberin Zaman , Elizabeth Hagedorn 
Mar 31, 2026  https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2026/03/american-journalist-shelly-
kittleson-abducted-iraq 
 
Foreign journalist kidnapped in Baghdad, one suspect arrested: Interior ministry 
yesterday at 09:17, Rudaw News (FOREIGN, KURDISH) 
https://www.rudaw.net/english/middleeast/iraq/310320261 

https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2026/03/american-journalist-shelly-kittleson-abducted-iraq
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2026/03/american-journalist-shelly-kittleson-abducted-iraq
https://www.rudaw.net/english/middleeast/iraq/310320261
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COMMENT:  It is expected that interrogation of this SUBJECT, following the Iraqi Police, 
Counterterrorism operation and joint effort with US Intelligence, will yield additional 
intelligence leading Shelly’s exfiltration.  Pray for Shelly and all involved. 
 
MORE OPEN-SOURCE INTELLIGENCE 
 
Temple Israel attack was Hezbollah-inspired act of terror, FBI says 
George Hunter, Max Bryan, The Detroit News, Updated March 30, 2026, 5:52 p.m. ET 
https://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/local/oakland-county/2026/03/30/live-updates-
temple-israel-attack-fbi-probe-update-west-bloomfield-ayman-ghazali/89378264007/ 
 
COMMENT: In Obscura does not agree with the “lone wolf” theory, considering my 
professional experience.  Period.  The FBI who I have worked alongside extensively, is very 
direct in their unclassified comments. 
 
Sánchez's communist partners support that dictatorship, an ally of Russia 
Nicaragua: Four years of banning Holy Week without any condemnation from Pedro 
Sánchez @ElentirENG Esp4·01·2026 · 19:20 
https://www.outono.net/elentir/2026/04/01/nicaragua-four-years-of-banning-holy-
week-without-any-condemnation-from-pedro-sanchez/ 
 
“…The predominantly Catholic people of Nicaragua are facing their fourth year with Holy 
Week processions completely banned. Sánchez joins Spain with 14 dictatorships in his 
hate campaign against Israel Nicaragua: a new communist persecution to Christians and 
two scandalous silences The repressive wave of Daniel Ortega's dictatorship.  Since the 
return to power of the communist Daniel Ortega in 2007, the Country has experienced a 
drift increasingly like that of the socialist dictatorship of Venezuela, with electoral fraud to 
keep Ortega in power and a wave of repression that has increasingly spread to more layers 
of society. In September 2018, Ortega declared all demonstrations against his government 
illegal, after the violent response unleashed by the regime left 326 protesters dead…” 
 
Canada wants to make quoting the Bible illegal, Jane Stannus, Spectator News,  
Tuesday, March 31, 2026, 10:24 AM 
https://spectator.com/article/canada-wants-to-make-quoting-the-bible-illegal/?edition=us 

https://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/local/oakland-county/2026/03/30/live-updates-temple-israel-attack-fbi-probe-update-west-bloomfield-ayman-ghazali/89378264007/
https://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/local/oakland-county/2026/03/30/live-updates-temple-israel-attack-fbi-probe-update-west-bloomfield-ayman-ghazali/89378264007/
https://www.outono.net/elentir/2026/04/01/nicaragua-four-years-of-banning-holy-week-without-any-condemnation-from-pedro-sanchez/
https://www.outono.net/elentir/2026/04/01/nicaragua-four-years-of-banning-holy-week-without-any-condemnation-from-pedro-sanchez/
https://spectator.com/article/canada-wants-to-make-quoting-the-bible-illegal/?edition=us
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COMMENT: Interesting analysis places doubt on the Christian concerns.  Just know this 
will always be present.  Considering the continual serious threat environment, especially 
continued church arsons for Christians in Canada for many constant years this flies in the 
face of reality in context. This attempts to clarify  https://factually.co/fact-
checks/religion/canada-bill-banning-the-bible-fact-check-e2eb15  Then there’s THIS a few 
days before:  
 
Christians warned to expect increased hostility, persecution after bill passes in 
Canada  Campaign Life Coalition encouraged people of faith to battle for their 
religious rights and to defend truth against the 'Combatting Hate Act.' Anthony Murdoch 
Fri Mar 27, 2026 - 7:41 pm EDT 
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/christians-warned-to-expect-increased-hostility-
persecution-after-bill-passes-in-canada 
 
OTTAWA, Ontario (LifeSiteNews) — Canada’s top pro-life group, Campaign Life Coalition 
(CLC), is warning that the passage of a Liberal bill criminalizing religious expression and 
belief when quoting parts of the Bible, including about homosexuality and gender, will lead 
to the “actual persecution” of Christians. In comments to LifeSiteNews, CLC said the 
passage of Bill C-9 earlier this week is a warning to Canadians of faith to “prepare for 
increasing hostility.” 
 
“With the passage of Bill C-9 in the House, Christians and pro-life advocates will almost 
certainly face an entirely new level of hostility, as the door swings open to actual 
persecution under a cloak of supposed legality,” said CLC campaigns manager David 
Cooke, who is also a Christian pastor.  “We must prepare for the battle ahead,” noted 
Cooke, adding that Canadians need to “commit ourselves afresh to the One who has won 
the ultimate victory over every foe, demonstrated by His resurrection on that first Easter 
morning.” 
 
Two charged after arson in Northumberland County | The former Columbia Building 
Supply facility along Spruce Street in Mount Carmel caught fire on March 15. Author: 
Maggie Zaleski, Published: 3:01 PM EDT March 27, 2026, Updated: 3:01 PM EDT March 27, 
2026 https://www.wnep.com/article/news/local/northumberland-county/two-charged-

https://factually.co/fact-checks/religion/canada-bill-banning-the-bible-fact-check-e2eb15
https://factually.co/fact-checks/religion/canada-bill-banning-the-bible-fact-check-e2eb15
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/christians-warned-to-expect-increased-hostility-persecution-after-bill-passes-in-canada/?utm_source=twitter
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/christians-warned-to-expect-increased-hostility-persecution-after-bill-passes-in-canada/?utm_source=twitter
https://www.wnep.com/article/news/local/northumberland-county/two-charged-after-arson-in-northumberland-county-mount-carmel-spruce-street/523-d941caa5-d3cb-4d4a-9d33-4f185d9091e6
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after-arson-in-northumberland-county-mount-carmel-spruce-street/523-d941caa5-d3cb-
4d4a-9d33-4f185d9091e6 
 
MOUNT CARMEL, Pa. — Two juveniles face charges after an arson in Northumberland 
County. The former Columbia Building Supply facility along Spruce Street in Mount Carmel 
caught fire on March 15. Police say the juveniles admitted to setting the fire inside the 
building, and leaving as the flames got out of control. No one was hurt in the fire in Mount 
Carmel. 
 
Owo church attack: Witness alleges torture in custody 
March 26, 2026 7:10 pm, Punchng (FOREIGN, NIGERIA) 
https://punchng.com/owo-church-attack-witness-alleges-torture-in-custody/ 
 
A defence witness in the ongoing trial over the Owo church attack on Thursday told the 
Federal High Court in Abuja that he was subjected to torture while in the custody of the 
Department of State Services. The witness, Jamiu Abdulmalik, made the allegation while 
testifying before Justice Emeka Nwite during the continuation of the defence in the trial of 
five defendants charged by the Federal Government. The defendants are Idris Abdulmalik 
Omeiza, Al-Qasim Idris, Jamiu Abdulmalik, Abdulhaleem Idris and Momoh Otuho 
Abubakar. Abdulmalik, a plumber and farmer, told the court that he was arrested in August 
2022 while travelling from Ondo State to Kogi State. 
 
Illinois church official charged with producing child pornography; FBI seeking more 
victims Author: Jennifer Somers, Published: 9:35 AM CDT March 29, 2026, Updated: 10:07 
AM CDT April 1, 2026, Michael Mohr, president of the Central Illinois District of the Lutheran 
Church–Missouri Synod, allegedly used hidden cameras to record children in the 
bathroom. https://www.wqad.com/article/news/crime/illinois-church-official-charged-
with-child-pornography-fbi-seeking-more-victims-how-to-report/63-b142cbe4-16cf-405a-
b8a0-c5367ba4bd60 
 
UPDATE: Suspect arrested in connection with Hudson church bomb threat 
Site Staff, Mar 31, 2026 Updated Mar 31, 2026, News 8000 
 https://www.news8000.com/news/crime/update-suspect-arrested-in-connection-with-
hudson-church-bomb-threat/article_878075a4-b51a-4aa7-8739-5626d630afa2.html 

https://www.wnep.com/article/news/local/northumberland-county/two-charged-after-arson-in-northumberland-county-mount-carmel-spruce-street/523-d941caa5-d3cb-4d4a-9d33-4f185d9091e6
https://www.wnep.com/article/news/local/northumberland-county/two-charged-after-arson-in-northumberland-county-mount-carmel-spruce-street/523-d941caa5-d3cb-4d4a-9d33-4f185d9091e6
https://punchng.com/owo-church-attack-witness-alleges-torture-in-custody/
https://www.wqad.com/article/news/crime/illinois-church-official-charged-with-child-pornography-fbi-seeking-more-victims-how-to-report/63-b142cbe4-16cf-405a-b8a0-c5367ba4bd60
https://www.wqad.com/article/news/crime/illinois-church-official-charged-with-child-pornography-fbi-seeking-more-victims-how-to-report/63-b142cbe4-16cf-405a-b8a0-c5367ba4bd60
https://www.wqad.com/article/news/crime/illinois-church-official-charged-with-child-pornography-fbi-seeking-more-victims-how-to-report/63-b142cbe4-16cf-405a-b8a0-c5367ba4bd60
https://www.news8000.com/users/profile/Site%20Staff
https://www.news8000.com/news/crime/update-suspect-arrested-in-connection-with-hudson-church-bomb-threat/article_878075a4-b51a-4aa7-8739-5626d630afa2.html
https://www.news8000.com/news/crime/update-suspect-arrested-in-connection-with-hudson-church-bomb-threat/article_878075a4-b51a-4aa7-8739-5626d630afa2.html


TLP CLEAR – DISSEMINATION UNLIMITED  

 
     RESTRICTED - PROPRIETARY INFORMATION. The information contained herein is for use by IN 

OBSCURA Clients and designated local, state, and federal, law enforcement and security agencies. 
Outside dissemination is prohibited. This document is the proprietary and intellectual property of IN 
OBCURA, LLC. RESTRICTED FROM DISCLOSURE//NOT FOR PUBLIC RELEASE OR NEWS MEDIA 

TLP CLEAR – IN OBSCURA CAVEATS APPLY  
 

 
More than 2 dozen pipe bombs found inside Westchester County apartment, 
prosecutor says By Tony Aiello, Updated on: April 1, 2026 / 1:25 PM EDT / CBS New York 
https://www.cbsnews.com/newyork/news/white-plains-westchester-county-pipe-bombs-
explosive/ 
 
Police accuse East Bay man of a hate crime in church vandalism case 
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel in Mill Valley. (Sherry LaVars/Special to the Marin Independent 
Journal) Mercury News, By Cameron Macdonald, PUBLISHED: March 25, 2026 at 11:07 AM 
PDT | UPDATED: March 26, 2026 at 2:07 PM PDT 
https://www.mercurynews.com/2026/03/25/mill-valley-police-accuse-church-vandal-of-
hate-crime/ 
 
Providence man accused of hatchet attack repeat offender, says police (Church 
Parking Lot) Story by MOLLY LEVINE, NBC 10 NEWS, 1 Apr 2026 
https://turnto10.com/news/local/providence-man-accused-hatchet-attack-repeat-
offender-police-officers-st-patrick-academy-april-1-2026 
 
$20,000 damage caused in copper theft at Winona church 
Rachel Mergen | River Valley Media Group Mar 31, 2026 Updated 20 hrs ago 
https://lacrossetribune.com/news/local/crime-courts/article_fc149afd-5baa-536d-855a-
ffd7ec424359.html 
 
Church worker allegedly embezzles nearly $100,000 
(VIDEO ONLY) Local News, Mar 27 / 2026, 6:10 PM EDT 
KFOR Oklahoma City, 
https://kfor.com/video/church-worker-allegedly-embezzles-nearly-100000/11648679/ 
 
 
 
Vandal spray-paints Queens St. Francis statue blue, scrawls ‘pagan’ next to it 
A statue of Mary at St. Gertrude Church in Far Rockaway was knocked over and 
smashed. By Nicholas Williams and Thomas Tracy | ttracy@nydailynews.com | New York 
Daily News PUBLISHED: March 28, 2026 at 5:16 PM EDT | UPDATED: March 28, 2026 at 8:46 

https://www.cbsnews.com/newyork/news/white-plains-westchester-county-pipe-bombs-explosive/
https://www.cbsnews.com/newyork/news/white-plains-westchester-county-pipe-bombs-explosive/
https://www.mercurynews.com/2026/03/25/mill-valley-police-accuse-church-vandal-of-hate-crime/
https://www.mercurynews.com/2026/03/25/mill-valley-police-accuse-church-vandal-of-hate-crime/
https://turnto10.com/news/local/providence-man-accused-hatchet-attack-repeat-offender-police-officers-st-patrick-academy-april-1-2026
https://turnto10.com/news/local/providence-man-accused-hatchet-attack-repeat-offender-police-officers-st-patrick-academy-april-1-2026
https://lacrossetribune.com/news/local/crime-courts/article_fc149afd-5baa-536d-855a-ffd7ec424359.html
https://lacrossetribune.com/news/local/crime-courts/article_fc149afd-5baa-536d-855a-ffd7ec424359.html
https://kfor.com/video/church-worker-allegedly-embezzles-nearly-100000/11648679/
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PM EDT https://www.nydailynews.com/2026/03/28/vandal-spray-paints-pagan-statue-
queens-catholic-church/ 
 
Community holding on to faith after fire burns down Leighton church on Palm Sunday 
Published: Mar. 30, 2026 at 8:17 PM EDT 
https://www.waff.com/video/2026/03/31/community-holding-faith-after-fire-burns-down-
leighton-church-palm-sunday/ 
 
Multiple assaults near a Montpelier Church Saturday 
(VIDEO ONLY) Published: Mar. 28, 2026 at 11:19 PM EDT| Updated: Mar. 28, 2026 at 11:31 
PM EDT https://www.wcax.com/video/2026/03/29/multiple-assaults-near-montpelier-
church-saturday/ 
COMMENT: Church parking lot yet again, multiple “Unhoused Persons” involved. 
 
FBI seeking potential victims in former church leader investigation 
NPR Illinois | 91.9 UIS | By Sean Crawford, Published March 28, 2026 at 2:02 PM CDT 
 https://www.nprillinois.org/springfield-il/2026-03-28/fbi-seeking-potential-victims-in-
former-church-leader-investigation 
 
Three teens charged after county church burglary 
WREG Memphis  Vivian Nguyen Thu, March 26, 2026 at 3:26 PM EDT 
https://wreg.com/news/local/three-teens-charged-after-county-church-burglary/ 
 
Homeless man charged with felony for allegedly stealing food from Berkeley church 
He said he wanted somewhere to sleep By Nate Gartrell, Bay Area News Group 
PUBLISHED: March 26, 2026 at 11:53 AM PDT | UPDATED: March 26, 2026 at 3:12 PM PDT 
https://www.mercurynews.com/2026/03/26/homeless-man-charged-with-felony-for-
allegedly-stealing-food-from-berkeley-church/ 
 
 
Police confront break-in suspect at Pittsburgh's St. Boniface Church 
By Josh Taylor, Mike Darnay, March 27, 2026 / 12:40 AM EDT / CBS Pittsburgh 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/police-confront-suspect-break-in-st-
boniface-church/ 

https://www.nydailynews.com/2026/03/28/vandal-spray-paints-pagan-statue-queens-catholic-church/
https://www.nydailynews.com/2026/03/28/vandal-spray-paints-pagan-statue-queens-catholic-church/
https://www.waff.com/video/2026/03/31/community-holding-faith-after-fire-burns-down-leighton-church-palm-sunday/
https://www.waff.com/video/2026/03/31/community-holding-faith-after-fire-burns-down-leighton-church-palm-sunday/
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