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(TLP-C) SIGNIFICANT ACTVITITIES, 22 JUNE 2026 
KNOW THE TARGET – WATCH THE TARGET – LOOK DEEPER -EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED 

Galatians 6:9 (NIV) 9 Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a 
harvest if we do not give up. 

IN OBSCURA THEAT LEVEL – IMMINENT 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
CAVEAT: THIS INTELLIGENCE PRODUCT RELIES ON OPEN-SOURCE MEDIA OR GOVERNMENT RELEASED 
UNCLASIFIED INFORMATION. RECOMMENDED ACTIONS ARE INCLUDED FOR CLIENTS FOR INFORMATION AND 
ACTIONS DEEMED APPROPRIATE. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

KEVIN RIDEOUT (ABDUCTED) October 2025 
This will be a continual weekly reminder 
CONTINUAL FERVENT PRAYER REQUEST 

SIM International, Pilot, Missionary, Niamey, Niger - Nothing Significant to Report (NSTR) 

 
First reported here: In Obscura News, 25 Oct 25 
https://inobscura.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/TLP-CLEAR-INOBSCURA-NEWS-FOR-
25-OCT-2025.pdf   Source: Niger | Kidnapping of American Pilot in Niamey: Renewed 

### 
 
 

https://inobscura.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/TLP-CLEAR-INOBSCURA-NEWS-FOR-25-OCT-2025.pdf
https://inobscura.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/TLP-CLEAR-INOBSCURA-NEWS-FOR-25-OCT-2025.pdf
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Iranian Cyber Group Handala Claims Cal Water Hack 
The hackers published 5GB of data, including customer personal information and 
credentials for the RTKBase platform. By Ionut Arghire June 12, 2026 (7:30 AM ET), Security 
Week, https://www.securityweek.com/iranian-cyber-group-handala-claims-cal-water-
hack/ Connected Report Note: (TLP-C) Cyber Attacks Against Christian Churches, 11 
Jun 2026  
https://inobscura.org/tlp-c-cyber-attacks-and-ai-against-christian-churches-11-jun-26/ 
 
Water utility hack 
The Iran-linked threat actor Handala this week boasted to have hacked California Water 
Service (Cal Water) and published 5 gigabytes of data allegedly stolen from the US water 
utility.  In a post on their blog, the hacking group said the intrusion was retaliation for recent 
US actions in Iran and claimed they had the ability to disrupt water access but chose not to.  
Note Bakersfield, Visalia, Chico water systems were attacked. 
 
The cybersecurity firm says that Cal Water’s Chico District has been confirmed as the 
victim of the attack. Data leaked by Handala shows it likely accessed a customer billing 
database and Cal Water’s internal RTKBase application. “The RTKBase instance had been 
operational for approximately 783 continuous hours. Handala’s dump appears to be a bulk 
database export containing personally identifiable information (PII) such as names, 
addresses, phone numbers, account numbers, and payment histories. 
 
Linked by the US to Iran’s Ministry of Intelligence and Security (MOIS), Handala has 
been active since at least 2008 and is also tracked as Handala Hack, Banished Kitten, 
Dune, Hanzalah Hacking Group, Homeland Justice, Red Sandstorm, Storm-0842, and Void 
Manticore. The group is known for engaging in a broad range of activities, from hacktivism 
to destructive attacks, with a primary focus on data exfiltration, the deployment of wiper 
malware, and psychological operations. 
 
“Handala’s operational pattern frequently involves an initial claim followed by escalated 
action. Security teams should treat the current disclosure as a possible precursor to a 
destructive follow-on and posture accordingly,” Dataminr notes1. 

 
1 Handala is cartoon character most popular symbols amongst Palestinians in the Occupied Territories, in 
refugee camps and in the diaspora is the cartoon image of Handala. Created by Palestinian newspaper 

https://www.securityweek.com/iranian-cyber-group-handala-claims-cal-water-hack/
https://www.securityweek.com/iranian-cyber-group-handala-claims-cal-water-hack/
https://inobscura.org/tlp-c-cyber-attacks-and-ai-against-christian-churches-11-jun-26/
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Iran-linked group Handala claims hack of FBI drones, threatens World Cup security 
next, The US State Department has offered a reward of up to $10 million for information 
leading to the identification of the group's members. The New Arab, 12 Jun 2026 
https://www.newarab.com/news/iran-linked-handala-claims-hack-fbi-drones 
 
An Iran-linked hacker group Handala claims to have breached FBI drones and has 
threatened to target the World Cup that kicked off this week, a monitoring group said 
Friday.  The SITE Intelligence Group, an organisation which monitors non-state groups, 
published a statement from Handala saying they had had access "for months" to "every 
image and every suspect" captured by first-person view (FPV) drones used by the FBI. 
 
The hackers said the drones featured facial recognition and license plate screening 
deployed for counterterrorism. 
 
"Better tighten your World Cup security, we don't like some of those teams at all. Don't 
forget: FPVs are everywhere; you never know when one might end up right in your team's 
bus," Handala said in the statement quoted by SITE.  The FBI is deploying drones around 
2026 World Cup stadiums to protect against unauthorised aircraft. 
 
Drone flights will be banned over US stadiums hosting matches, as well as over fan events 
related to the tournament that kicked off on Thursday.  The Justice Department has 
previously warned of the potential for cyberattacks by Iranian actors following the US-
Israeli strikes on Tehran in February that triggered the Middle East War. 
 
Handala published photos and footage, it said, that were taken from hacked drones, but 
SITE disputed the claim. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
cartoonist Naji al-Ali in 1969 – two years after the 1967 Arab-Israeli war – to represent the plight of Palestinian 
refugees. 

https://www.newarab.com/news/iran-linked-handala-claims-hack-fbi-drones
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ISIS Editorial Calls For Lone Actor Attacks On FIFA World Cup Matches In U.S. Cities 
Via GTSC Homeland Security (NGO) By MEMRI June 19, 2026  
https://www.hstoday.us/subject-matter-areas/counterterrorism/isis-editorial-calls-for-
lone-actor-attacks-on-fifa-world-cup-matches-in-u-s-cities/ 
 
“…So wherever you strike, you will inflict pain; wherever you plunge your knife, you will draw blood; 
wherever you ram with your car, you will break and shatter. Imagine if you succeeded in setting fire to 
the stands, creating a massive stampede that would claim the lives of hundreds from the nation of the 
Trinity and atheism! It is an idea worthy of implementation… the world is filled with many of these 
seasons of ignorance that the mujahid can transform into bloody seasons in which he continues his 
jihad and avenges his religion...”  

 

 
On June 18, 2026, the Islamic State (ISIS) released its weekly newsletter, Al-Naba’, issue 
552, which featured an editorial titled, “Who Will Be Crowned The Title?” It describes the 
ongoing soccer World Cup as a “feast of filth” and a “deadly weapon” in the hands of 
“Crusaders” and Jews, aimed at undermining Muslim faith and morals. The piece calls on 
supporters to reject the tournament and explicitly encourages “lone mujahideen” to carry 
out violent attacks, particularly in U.S. host cities. 

https://www.hstoday.us/subject-matter-areas/counterterrorism/isis-editorial-calls-for-lone-actor-attacks-on-fifa-world-cup-matches-in-u-s-cities/
https://www.hstoday.us/subject-matter-areas/counterterrorism/isis-editorial-calls-for-lone-actor-attacks-on-fifa-world-cup-matches-in-u-s-cities/
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World Cup As “Cultural Aggression”  
The editorial urges devout believers to “program” themselves to seize every opportunity to 
support Islam and fights its enemies amid what it calls a fierce “Crusader-Jewish 
onslaught.” 
  
It states: “The devout believer should program himself in all circumstances to seize every 
opportunity that presents itself to support Islam, spread its message, fight disbelief, and 
repel its aggression, especially in light of the fierce Crusader-Jewish onslaught that 
Muslims are facing, targeting their faith and morals before their land and homes. What is 
the destruction of civilization compared to the destruction of faith?”  
 
Faith communities across Metro Detroit rethink safety after violence at places of 
worship, The class focuses on de-escalation and what to do in an emergency, especially in 
the critical minutes,  Noelle Friel, Reporter, Mondrae Murphy, Photojournalist, Publ- 
ished: June 17, 2026 at 10:48 PM, Updated: June 17, 2026 at 11:14 PM,   
https://www.clickondetroit.com/news/local/2026/06/18/faith-communities-across-metro-
detroit-rethink-safety-after-violence-at-places-of-worship/ 
 
NORTHVILLE TOWNSHIP, Mich. – Congregations across Metro Detroit are rethinking 
security in the wake of recent violence at places of worship, including a shooting last 
year at the Grand Blanc Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and an attack earlier 
this year at Temple Israel.  Northville Township police are now offering free training to help 
faith communities plan for emergencies before they happen, and respond if they do. The 
department held free emergency training for community members at Ward Church on 
Wednesday (June 17) evening.  The class focuses on de-escalation and what to do in an 
emergency, especially in the critical minutes before officers arrive. 
Participants learn how to spot situations that could become volatile, use de-escalation 
techniques, and understand basic response steps in the event of a crisis. 
 
Wilmington Police to conduct critical incident training exercise at local church 
June 17, 2026,  Jeff Rivenbark, WAVY, https://www.wwaytv3.com/wilmington-police-to-
conduct-critical-incident-training-exercise-at-local-church/ 
 
 

https://www.clickondetroit.com/team/noellefriel/
https://www.clickondetroit.com/team/MMurphy/
https://www.clickondetroit.com/news/local/2026/06/18/faith-communities-across-metro-detroit-rethink-safety-after-violence-at-places-of-worship/
https://www.clickondetroit.com/news/local/2026/06/18/faith-communities-across-metro-detroit-rethink-safety-after-violence-at-places-of-worship/
https://www.clickondetroit.com/news/local/2025/09/28/grand-blanc-church-shooting-multiple-victims-shooter-dead-church-on-fire-police-say/
https://www.clickondetroit.com/news/local/2025/09/28/grand-blanc-church-shooting-multiple-victims-shooter-dead-church-on-fire-police-say/
https://www.clickondetroit.com/news/local/2026/03/17/temple-israel-recovery-efforts-continue-after-violent-attack/
https://www.clickondetroit.com/news/local/2026/03/17/temple-israel-recovery-efforts-continue-after-violent-attack/
https://www.clickondetroit.com/news/local/2026/03/17/temple-israel-recovery-efforts-continue-after-violent-attack/
https://www.wwaytv3.com/wilmington-police-to-conduct-critical-incident-training-exercise-at-local-church/
https://www.wwaytv3.com/wilmington-police-to-conduct-critical-incident-training-exercise-at-local-church/
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WILMINGTON, NC (WWAY) — The Wilmington Police Department will conduct a critical 
incident training exercise on Thursday, June 18, at Cape Fear Free Will Baptist Church as 
part of ongoing efforts to strengthen officer preparedness and emergency response 
capabilities.  The training is scheduled from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the church, located at 5350 
Holly Tree Road in Wilmington.  According to the department, officers will participate in 
realistic, scenario-based exercises designed to improve coordination, communication and 
response tactics during critical incidents and other high-risk situations. 
 
Nashville church security guard assaulted after man asked to leave property, police 
say Police say the security guard suffered several injuries, including a cut to his lip and a 
gash to his head. By Li Cohen Published: Jun. 15, 2026 at 2:03 PM EDT 
https://www.wsmv.com/2026/06/15/nashville-church-security-guard-assaulted-after-
man-asked-leave-property-police-say/ 
 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (WSMV) - A man has been arrested after police say he hit a Nashville 
church security guard several times in the face.  Metro Nashville Police say that officers on 
Sunday were dispatched to 510 Woodland Street, the address for Nashville First Church of 
the Nazarene, after a uniformed armed security guard at the church was allegedly 
assaulted. 
 
The guard, Richard Pachura, told police that he had been informed a man, later identified 
as Arthur Kyzar, had been told to leave another church nearby. The Holy Name Church, 
located at 521 Woodland Street, had told Kyzar he was not allowed on their property, an 
affidavit says. When Pachura saw Kyzar near the front entrance to the Church of the 
Nazarene, he allegedly told him he would have to leave. 
 
Church worker charged with video voyeurism in Lake County, deputies say 
By FOX 35 Digital Staff FOX 35 Orlando, Lake County News, Published 
 June 20, 2026 3:32 PM EDT https://www.fox35orlando.com/news/lake-county-sheriff-
church-worker-charged-video-voyeurism 
 
LAKE COUNTY, Fla. - A man who is listed as an "Overseer" at a Fruitland Park church has 
been arrested on charges of video voyeurism after images from a church bathroom and 
another area were discovered on a work computer used by the suspect, according to a 

https://www.wsmv.com/2026/06/15/nashville-church-security-guard-assaulted-after-man-asked-leave-property-police-say/
https://www.wsmv.com/2026/06/15/nashville-church-security-guard-assaulted-after-man-asked-leave-property-police-say/
https://www.fox35orlando.com/news/lake-county-sheriff-church-worker-charged-video-voyeurism
https://www.fox35orlando.com/news/lake-county-sheriff-church-worker-charged-video-voyeurism
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release from the Lake County Sheriff's Office. Lake County deputies arrested 59-year-old 
Charles Barton Lucas on Friday after the IT director at the business he worked at had 
contacted the Leesburg Police Department about files found on the Google Drive that 
indicated inappropriate images of adolescent girls and adult women.  Further investigation 
revealed more photos and videos on a cloud drive that showed adolescent girls changing 
clothes and making use of a church bathroom after a baptism service.  Investigators went 
back to the church and found that the cameras were no longer present. 
 
Man arrested for allegedly secretly recording people in suburban church bathroom 
Investigators found the recording of the woman who made the report and of others, 
including a juvenile, on the phone, authorities said. By Izzy Stroobandt • Published June 
20, 2026 • Updated on June 20, 2026 at 9:23 pm, 
https://www.nbcchicago.com/news/local/man-arrested-for-allegedly-secretly-recording-
people-in-suburban-church-bathroom/3951509/ 
 
A man was arrested this week after a woman found a hidden phone that was recording her 
while she used the bathroom at a suburban church, police said. 
Nicholas Calombaris of Frankfort, Illinois, was arrested after police responded to the 
woman's report that she found a phone secretly recording people in the bathroom of 
Parkview Christian Church in New Lenox. After the woman discovered the phone, 
Calombaris took it from her, but it was later recovered by police who responded to the 
scene.  Investigators also found the recording of the woman who made the report and of 
others, including a juvenile, on the phone, authorities said. 
 
What started as a joyride in a stolen church van ended with a police chase in Tupelo. 
By Ta'Niya McQueen, WTVA, Published: Jun. 22, 2026 at 12:13 PM EDT | Updated: 3 hours 
ago https://www.wtva.com/2026/06/22/stolen-church-van-led-chase-tupelo/ 
 
TUPELO, Miss. (WTVA) — What started as a joyride in a stolen church van ended with a 
police chase in Tupelo. The Chickasaw County Sheriff’s Department confirmed that a 
church van from the Trinity Outreach Center was stolen earlier on Sunday. 
The suspects traveled in that van for more than 30 miles before the chase ended at the 
corner of Maynard Drive and Bryan Drive in Tupelo.  Investigators are still working to 
determine what led to the theft, and details on any arrest are not available at this time. 

https://www.nbcchicago.com/news/local/man-arrested-for-allegedly-secretly-recording-people-in-suburban-church-bathroom/3951509/
https://www.nbcchicago.com/news/local/man-arrested-for-allegedly-secretly-recording-people-in-suburban-church-bathroom/3951509/
https://www.wtva.com/2026/06/22/stolen-church-van-led-chase-tupelo/
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Stay with WTVA 9 News as this story develops. 
 
Illegal Alien Felon Arrested for Flying Drone in World Cup Restricted Airspace after  
Prior Deportations, Monday, June 15, 2026, For Immediate Release, 
U.S. Attorney's Office, Northern District of Georgia 
https://www.justice.gov/usao-ndga/pr/illegal-alien-felon-arrested-flying-drone-
world-cup-restricted-airspace-after-prior 
 
ATLANTA – Lorenzo Rojas-Martinez, an illegal alien from Mexico with a prior cocaine 
distribution conviction, faces federal charges for flying a drone over Centennial Olympic 
Park during the FIFA Fan Festival in Atlanta and for illegally reentering the United States 
after two prior deportations. 
 
According to U.S. Attorney Hertzberg and the criminal complaint: on June 12, 2026, 
federal agents allegedly observed Lorenzo Rojas-Martinez operating a drone in restricted 
airspace near Centennial Olympic Park during the 2026 FIFA Fan Festival in Atlanta while 
standing in a nearby parking area and recording video of the event. After requesting his 
identification and reviewing his driver’s license, agents allegedly confirmed that he was 
unlawfully present in the United States following two prior removals. Rojas-Martinez has a 
prior conviction for cocaine distribution among other charges. 
 
Lorenzo Rojas-Martinez, 37, of Mexico was charged in a federal complaint on June 15, 
2026, with operating a drone in a temporary flight restricted zone and illegal reentry by a 
removed alien. Members of the public are reminded that the complaint contains only 
charges. The defendant is presumed innocent of the charges, and it will be the 
government’s burden to prove the defendant’s guilt beyond a reasonable doubt at trial. 
This case is being investigated by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement. 
 
About half of Evangelical Christians think Trump’s Iran, immigration policies not in line 
with Christianity | By Anugrah Kumar, Christian Post Contributor Tuesday, June 16, 2026, 
Christian Post, https://www.christianpost.com/news/half-of-evangelicals-oppose-trumps-
iran-immigration-policies.html 
 

https://www.justice.gov/usao-ndga/pr/illegal-alien-felon-arrested-flying-drone-world-cup-restricted-airspace-after-prior
https://www.justice.gov/usao-ndga/pr/illegal-alien-felon-arrested-flying-drone-world-cup-restricted-airspace-after-prior
https://www.christianpost.com/news/half-of-evangelicals-oppose-trumps-iran-immigration-policies.html
https://www.christianpost.com/news/half-of-evangelicals-oppose-trumps-iran-immigration-policies.html
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About half of Evangelical Christians believe President Donald Trump’s conduct of the Iran 
war and his immigration enforcement policies do not align with their Christian values, 
according to a Reuters/Ipsos poll, as Republican strategists count on the voting bloc to 
defend congressional majorities in November midterm elections.  Some 54% of 
Evangelicals in the June 3-8 survey said Trump’s use of the military in Iran was not in line 
with their understanding of Christianity, while 41% said it was, according to Reuters. Fifty-
one percent said the administration’s approach to immigration was not in keeping with 
Christian values, with 44% saying it was. 
 
Trump’s approval rating among Evangelicals stood at 52%, down from 61% in August, 
though well above his 35% rating among all U.S. adults. Evangelicals, who skew Republican 
by more than two-to-one, backed Trump 81% to 16% in 2024, per a Pew Research Center 
exit poll analysis. 
 
White House spokeswoman Taylor Rogers told Reuters that Trump's policies have delivered 
for American Christians, citing the defense of religious freedom rights and the pardoning of 
pro-life activists convicted of federal charges. “There has never been a greater president for 
Christian Americans than President Trump,” Rogers said. 
 
The U.S. and Israel launched the war against Iran on Feb. 28 with the stated aim of 
preventing Tehran from fully developing a nuclear weapon. More than 3,000 people have 
died in Iran, with rights groups putting the figure closer to 3,600.` 
 
Nigerian President Claims 13,000 'Terrorists' Killed as Domestic and Regional 
Pressures Mount | Nigerian President Bola Tinubu pointed to declining insurgency deaths 
and massive surrender figures, yet the country continues to grapple with multi-front 
violence and an exodus of citizens seeking opportunity abroad. 
Kurdistan 24, 2026-06-12 11:41, https://www.kurdistan24.net/en/story/919469 
 
ERBIL (Kurdistan24) - Nigerian President Bola Tinubu has claimed sweeping victories 
against insurgent forces, asserting that government troops have killed more than 13,000 
"terrorists" over the past year. The pronouncement reflects an aggressive effort by the 
administration to project security stability, even as Africa's most populous nation 
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continues to battle overlapping crises of violence, economic fragility, and mounting 
regional migration pressures. 
 
• Speaking on Friday, Tinubu announced that the death toll linked to the country's long-

running jihadist insurgency has plummeted by 81 percent since he assumed office in 
2023. 
 

• According to reporting by Agence France-Presse (AFP), the president did not clarify 
whether the 13,000 fatalities occurred exclusively in 2025 or over a rolling 12-month 
period. 
 

• Tinubu also emphasized the success of reintegration programs, claiming that more 
than 124,000 fighters and their dependents have surrendered through the government's 
"Operation Safe Corridor" since 2023. 
 

• The figures highlight the staggering scale of a conflict that began in 2009 with the Boko 
Haram uprising in the northeast. 

 
'Explosive Drones Targeting White House, Sniper Team': FBI Thwarts Alleged UFC Event 
Attack, Written by: Sumit Sharma, Times Now, Updated Jun 16, 2026, 16:52 IST 
The FBI and other law enforcement agencies disrupted a plot targeting the UFC Freedom 
250 event in Washington, DC, apprehending at least five suspects. 
https://www.timesnownews.com/world/us/us-news/fbi-thwarts-alleged-drone-attack-
during-ufc-event-at-white-house-article-154644657 
 
AND 
 
Five Men Arrested and Charged in Plot to Attack and Kill Government Officials and 
Others Attending the Ultimate Fighting Championship at White House 
Tuesday, June 16, 2026, For Immediate Release, Office of Public Affairs 
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/five-men-arrested-and-charged-plot-attack-and-kill-
government-officials-and-others-attending 
 

https://www.timesnownews.com/world/us/us-news/fbi-thwarts-alleged-drone-attack-during-ufc-event-at-white-house-article-154644657
https://www.timesnownews.com/world/us/us-news/fbi-thwarts-alleged-drone-attack-during-ufc-event-at-white-house-article-154644657
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/five-men-arrested-and-charged-plot-attack-and-kill-government-officials-and-others-attending
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/five-men-arrested-and-charged-plot-attack-and-kill-government-officials-and-others-attending
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(TLP-C UPDATE 30APR26 THEFT OF CROP DRONES, NJ MAR 2026, FBI INVESTIGATING 25 APR 2026 
https://inobscura.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/TLP-C-RECOVERED-THEFT-OF-CROP-DUSTER-
DRONES-NJ-FBI-3.pdf) 

 
Washington DC: In a major security scare, the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and 
other law enforcement agencies reportedly disrupted an alleged plot targeting this 
weekend’s UFC Freedom 250 event in Washington, DC, reported Fox News, citing officials. 
Until Monday (June 15), at least five people were taken into custody. 
 
At least 23 people have been identified as (sic) plotters of carrying out the alleged attack.  
As per officials, the suspected plot involved deploying drones carrying explosives to strike 
buildings close to the event, triggering a large-scale evacuation and directing fleeing 
crowds toward a sniper unit positioned in advance. 
 
According to authorities, the attackers had also allegedly planned a "second wave" 
operation, which involved attempting to breach the White House gates. The FBI came to 
know about the threat on June 10. A search operation was then launched to nab the 
plotters. One of the accused was arrested in Cincinnati. 
 
Signal chats were later uncovered by the agency. In these chats, the suspects allegedly 
discussed attacking the UFC event, reported the media outlet. The investigation further 
revealed that one of the suspects' iPhones revealed that at least 23 Signal users held 
discussions about the attack. Some of the suspects even planned to travel to 
Fredericksburg, Virginia, on June 12 or 13 to make preparations for the attack. 
 
Chicago cross-burning feared to be hateful racist threat turns out to be idiotic anti-
Trump protest, By Alex Oliveira, NY Post, Published June 16, 2026, 9:28 p.m. ET 
https://nypost.com/2026/06/16/us-news/chicago-cross-burning-feared-to-be-hateful-
racist-threat-turns-out-to-be-idiotic-anti-trump-protest-saw-the-wikipedia-
page/?utm_campaign=nypost&utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social 
 
“My protest has nothing to do with race, nothing to with gender,” Lu told the outlet, 
explaining he wanted to protest “by myself” and the burning cross “just came to my 
head….“I did know about this historical relevance beforehand, but I didn’t know the 
severity, how racially motivated it may seem from what I did,” he said. 

https://inobscura.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/TLP-C-RECOVERED-THEFT-OF-CROP-DUSTER-DRONES-NJ-FBI-3.pdf
https://inobscura.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/TLP-C-RECOVERED-THEFT-OF-CROP-DUSTER-DRONES-NJ-FBI-3.pdf
https://nypost.com/2026/06/16/us-news/chicago-cross-burning-feared-to-be-hateful-racist-threat-turns-out-to-be-idiotic-anti-trump-protest-saw-the-wikipedia-page/?utm_campaign=nypost&utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social
https://nypost.com/2026/06/16/us-news/chicago-cross-burning-feared-to-be-hateful-racist-threat-turns-out-to-be-idiotic-anti-trump-protest-saw-the-wikipedia-page/?utm_campaign=nypost&utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social
https://nypost.com/2026/06/16/us-news/chicago-cross-burning-feared-to-be-hateful-racist-threat-turns-out-to-be-idiotic-anti-trump-protest-saw-the-wikipedia-page/?utm_campaign=nypost&utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social
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Merlin Lu, 21, told NBC 5 Chicago that he was the person who burned the cross — but that 
he was protesting Trump.  “In no way possible was that a hate crime. I understand why it 
was interpreted that way, and I apologize for that, but no, the intent was not there.” Pressed 
by NBC 5 on how he made it through four years in college without realizing how hateful 
burning crosses were, Lu admitted the extent of his research was reading a Wikipedia page. 
 
“I just saw the Wikipedia page with the movie with the, like, I think it’s called like ‘Under 
One Nation’ or something like that,” he said, misidentifying the infamous 1915 movie “Birth 
of a Nation,” which popularized much of the modern KKK’s imagery. Exactly how it was 
supposed to be a protest of Trump was revealed in one small detail completely obscured 
by the flames, Lu claimed.  “I put a red hat to signify the MAGA hat, the Make America Great 
Again hat,” he told NBC 5. “So that was, yeah, that’s what I tied on top.  “I don’t want to wait 
till his term ends. I want him gone right now.” 
 
Operation Rota do Norte Exposes Tren de Aragua's Weapons Pipeline to Brazil's 
Comando Vermelho MARIA ZUPPELLO 
Jun 16, 2026 https://mariazuppello.substack.com/p/operation-rota-do-norte-exposes-tren 
Per Brazilian investigators, the latest findings from Operation Rota do Norte reveal a 
significant evolution in the relationship between transnational criminal organizations 
operating across South America. Authorities allege that the Venezuelan gang Tren de 
Aragua has established itself as a strategic supplier of heavy weaponry to Brazil’s 
Comando Vermelho (CV), providing assault rifles, .50-caliber machine guns, and grenade 
launchers capable of dramatically increasing the firepower available to Brazilian criminal 
groups. 
 
Moreover, the case illustrates how the Tren de Aragua has evolved from a Venezuelan 
prison gang into a continental criminal enterprise with influence across multiple countries 
in the Americas. Although recent operations targeting its leadership may weaken the 
organization, security experts warn that its decentralized structure allows local cells and 
partnerships to continue functioning even after major leadership losses. 
Ultimately, the findings of Operation Rota do Norte suggest that Brazil is no longer facing 
isolated domestic criminal organizations but increasingly integrated transnational 
networks capable of moving weapons, drugs, money, and personnel across national 
borders.  

https://substack.com/@mariaed3
https://mariazuppello.substack.com/p/operation-rota-do-norte-exposes-tren
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OUT-OF-STATE DEMONSTRATORS ARRESTED AT DELANEY HALL ICE FACILITY: 
American Kinetix (AX), Early Bird Brief, 16 Jun 2026, https://americankx.com/ 
 
Multiple demonstrators arrested at the Delaney Hall ICE detention facility in Newark, New 
Jersey, came from outside the state, according to Newark police information and arrest 
sheets reviewed by the New York Post. At least two demonstrators were reportedly 
connected to the Sunrise Movement. 
 
Anti-ICE organized resistance continues searching for terrain where it can force a 
confrontation with the Trump administration. Activists likely believe a new clash with ICE 
could rebuild momentum after Operation Metro Surge in Minneapolis ended. The Sunrise 
Movement remains part of the broader anti-ICE protest network and has supported direct-
action tactics, including noise protests targeting hotels housing ICE agents during federal 
surges. 
 
Analyst: The arrests signal that immigration enforcement sites remain priority targets for 
organized protest networks. Ordinary Americans could see disruptions around detention 
facilities, federal buildings, local police deployments, and surrounding neighborhoods. The 
primary risk is copycat action designed to provoke federal response and generate media 
momentum. Watch for protest calls, outside activist travel, detention-site security 
changes, and additional arrests near ICE facilities. 
 
Passaic Man Charged with Attempting to Provide Material Support to ISIS 
Monday, June 8, 2026 USDOJ https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/passaic-man-charged-
attempting-provide-material-support-isis 
 
Mohamed Sagha, 22, of Wayne, New Jersey was charged by complaint with one count of 
attempting to provide material support and resources to ISIS. He made his initial 
appearance today in federal court. He was ordered detained.  
 
“…As alleged, the defendant sought to support ISIS and expressed interest in violence 
directed at targets within the United States, including places of worship,” said U.S. Attorney 
Robert Frazer for the District of New Jersey. “Those who seek to advance the objectives of 
foreign terrorist organizations should expect a swift and coordinated response from federal 

https://americankx.com/
https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/$s_!XN7K!,f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2Fd6d113d4-3004-40c3-90a7-6db79bcf8ba5_800x533.jpeg
https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/$s_!XN7K!,f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2Fd6d113d4-3004-40c3-90a7-6db79bcf8ba5_800x533.jpeg
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/passaic-man-charged-attempting-provide-material-support-isis
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/passaic-man-charged-attempting-provide-material-support-isis
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law enforcement. This Office will continue working relentlessly with our law enforcement 
partners to identify, disrupt, and prosecute individuals who support terrorism and threaten 
the safety of our communities…” 
 
“The defendant allegedly wanted to attack targets in the United States in support of ISIS 
and its hateful ideology, but the FBI detected and put a stop to his violent plans,” said 
Assistant Director Donald Holstead of the FBI’s Counterterrorism Division. “This should be 
a stark reminder to the American people of the FBI’s resolve to pursue anyone who tries to 
harm Americans and provide material support to terrorist organizations, and we will work 
with our Justice Department partners to make sure they face justice.” 
 
According to documents filed in this case and statements made in court: 
From approximately December 2025 to June 2026, Sagha participated in one or more 
online chat groups wherein ISIS supporters discussed, among other things, potential 
attacks on targets within the United States, including places of worship. In or around 
October 2025, he met a confidential human source (“CHS”) online, whom he believed to 
be a member of ISIS.  
 
In his discussions with the CHS, Sagha expressed an intent to assist one of the members of 
an ISIS-supporters online chat group with an attack on a place of worship. He also told the 
CHS he was contemplating carrying out an attack of his own, possibly on a National Guard 
location or on a Jewish place of worship. He then shared images and/or videos of both 
locations with the CHS, and stated that they were near his residence in Wayne, New Jersey. 
 
During these conversations, the CHS repeatedly held himself out as an ISIS fighter, sending 
Sagha messages and photographs that indicated the CHS was in ISIS territory in Syria. 
These included a photograph of the CHS in the back of a truck holding an ISIS flag, as well 
as a photograph of the CHS leaning against a vehicle over which the ISIS flag was draped, 
holding what appeared to be an AK-47-style assault rifle. Sagha, in turn, repeatedly 
expressed a desire to travel to ISIS territory, and even made an unsuccessful attempt at 
doing so in early March, 2026. 
 
Between on or about May 31 and June 2, Sagha and the CHS discussed the use of a Virtual 
Private Network (VPN) for the CHS and other ISIS fighters referred to as “brothers.” VPN 
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technology enables users to conceal their online activities, mask their locations and 
identities, and communicate with greater anonymity. In the hands of members of a foreign 
terrorist organization, the technology can assist efforts to evade detection, maintain 
communications, and further the organization’s activities. Sagha ultimately purchased a 
VPN, sent it to the CHS — whom he believed to be a member of a terrorist organization — 
and explained to the CHS how to use the VPN. 
 
The count of attempt to provide material support and resources to a foreign terrorist 
organization has a maximum penalty of twenty years’ imprisonment, a $250,000 fine, and a 
term of life of supervised release. 
 
SOCIAL NETWORK INTELLIGENCE 
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This venue is a valuable guide to observe sentiment and atmospherics which can provide 
open source intelligence leads, indications, and warnings.
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REQUEST WRITTEN PERMISSION, EMAIL, PRIOR TO DISSEMINATING ANY IN OBSCURA 
PRODUCTS OR INFORMATION. 
TRAFFIC LIGHT PROTOCOL REQUIREMENTS FOR DISSEMINATION  

 
 
///END OF REPORT/// 


