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Executive Intelligence Summary

The Islamic State’s weekly magazine, al-Naba, remains a critical source for assessing the
organisation’s operational tempo, geographic dispersion, and signalling posture across
theatres. The weekly newsletter reached number 553 last Thursday.

Trend: > stable with increased West Africa concentration, underscoring the importance of
ruralinsurgency as a key strategic concern for the audience.

Time horizon: 30-90 days

Confidence level: Medium.

Source Basis & Methodology
This assessment is based on a direct analysis of primary propaganda material from al-
Naba Issue No. 553, including photographs, statements, and alleged military activities,
which provides a comprehensive view of current operations.
The analysis integrates:

e OSINT

e IMINT

e SOCMINT to contextualise reported attacks and assess credibility and operational

relevance.

Limitations & Analytical Notes

¢ Reported casualty and damage figures may be exaggerated.

e Some attacks are presented without independent verification.

¢ Where claims cannot be corroborated, this is explicitly noted in the analysis.
Claims published in al-Naba are assessed as generally reliable regarding the occurrence of
attacks, while casualty figures and material damage are likely to be inflated for propaganda
purposes. Analytical judgments in this assessment prioritise event verification and pattern
analysis over reported impact.

Historically, Islamic State attack claims in al-Naba have mainly proven accurate in terms
of occurrence, with inflation primarily affecting reported impact rather than event
existence.

¥ Inside this Assessment
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Activity and Operations Analysis

Number, Targets, and Areas of Attacks

Charts and Statistics

Strategic Impact and Operational Implications

Implications for Policy and Counterterrorism: Counterterrorism efforts should

prioritise intelligence, rural security, and stabilisation, empowering the audience to
take targeted action.

apr b=

Issue 553, eight pages long, covers the week of 3 to 9 Muharram 1448, from 18 to 24 June
2026.
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Al-Naba generally includes most of the statements and photos published daily over the
past week on its official channels, although often with new elements or additional details,

both written and photographic. However, al-Naba won’tinclude unpublished statements or
messages.
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The main infographic summarises the areas affected by military operations this week,
including:

Nigeria, Niger, Mozambique, Syria, Somalia and the Democratic Republic of Congo.
IS claims to have conducted 17 operations in all the mentioned areas and to have caused
128 deaths and injuries.
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On the fourth page, the weekly magazine goes into detail about the types of attacks,
operations, and targets of Islamic State fighters, who follow two main strategies: “war of
attrition” and “economic warfare”, as well as other methods aimed at targeting
Christians and Shiites. Since 20 March 2025, the Islamic State has embarked on a new
military campaign, particularly in Africa (in the areas of Nigeria, Niger, Cameroon, and
Mozambique), called “Burning Camps”.

Below is a detailed account of the attacks by province/area:

1) Sahel Province: The weekly al-Naba reports on 5 attacks carried out by Sahelian
militants against checkpoints, convoys, camps, and a base (including the massive attack
on the Inates base, which resulted in the deaths of about 5 dozen soldiers and the
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destruction and seizure of dozens of military vehicles) belonging to the Nigerian army and
pro-government militias in the Tillabéri region of Niger.
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2) Central African Province: The weekly al-Naba reports that ISCAP militants carried out 3
attacks against a commercial convoy of Christian civilians and against two checkpoints,
patrols, and barracks belonging to the Congolese army and pro-government militias in the
provinces of Ituri, Haute Uele, and North Kivu in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

RESTRICTED - PROPRIETARY INFORMATION. The information contained herein is for use by IN
OBSCURA Clients and designated local, state, and federal, law enforcement and security agencies.
Outside dissemination is prohibited. This document is the proprietary and intellectual property of IN
OBCURA, LLC. RESTRICTED FROM DISCLOSURE//NOT FOR PUBLIC RELEASE OR NEWS MEDIA

TLP CLEAR - IN OBSCURA CAVEATS APPLY


https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/$s_!1I6A!,f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2Fcc899d9d-bffd-4af2-ad3e-a45fb0179c0c_720x991.png
https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/$s_!1I6A!,f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2Fcc899d9d-bffd-4af2-ad3e-a45fb0179c0c_720x991.png
https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/$s_!oWWn!,f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2F0ff3656b-4136-46ab-babc-d7f0b38d0644_720x714.jpeg
https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/$s_!1I6A!,f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2Fcc899d9d-bffd-4af2-ad3e-a45fb0179c0c_720x991.png

0 stal

TLP CLEAR - DISSEMINATION UNLIMITED

00F axall
B 1A pyaall I+ pusaslt

— il

ainlus (§lplg guyball gylaill go 1+ Jido

gigill (g pis adyaio Gloamy aml &y jlai

raandl ally .l
alall ggauill

1y J UMM s Slasa 23Sy
AUl ol Joa Tl awy
3 WY i e cpil S
sy Gnlall gl yiea
oo Sphad LS pg! Jihe Vir gad
haall Ho sgia Al Bleafy Jida
palie B Jiay ulall ki <N
Ul ! L Sl fpa s ]
Slana J el gua] 3=] JI
()l gagl) Shlie o cajs
SR 38 (sl s (s

pabail Jghe Lals Slana dage b

Slaaad cdogiad Luall) pally
lesh oty Sl gLt
Sagas SUSS Slangll s sl LS
Sy Lalaall AgaiCll Slgdll
Wisio § et

Jab calel s A a0 K0 SR 2alSy
Oa Sl Ay Lty spia aulal
PR PRI § TRTTIN PR
Slang! s adyy Al blesd!
Juhs (g gam 599 58 Ll Lusatad!
Slana claly Sae Jui I
e LUS Ut e Lgud usalal!

Bpoismo (ilad
aprleaibl plusdg
Ddialy LS aa agiady
bl & ladll Slialidly Jilyddt
Wt 2 pally Gl pe sa3 A
lalgie Lubuall) Slis quisws b
il ol goladll plladll
Ul 303 am gl (ol Jans S
o duals ety pl ol 38 smy
ol JalS e UL AN st
G ALK LagSally Gt
T ] r“ Jad Ge el
Oraladl Slasa selad ae pUY

Sl 35 el plasly
Siadll o A Jido
(Ldall Lgl) dskauos
agie gl g paalil 13a g gma 208 3y
(poall/A) W8N pgs § Lk
wsd welall glaill e Ll
o) Whia (gouskipe) L
I lesley el pastidy (ldadt
sandl aly (ol pgailse
4agid0 s Aalus
(Llall Lol dakaios
dasa J S0 A Gpealall s,
Al ] paosas e 858000 40
B Y N PEC R (WEL YW
Cosaalally paalall to daglia
Ungall uilly Wil igd Sasm

T
LYy § AN aga adyl
£l 138 UNA dadyyb| dasy
Golall Ughio § B Bphe
s pasal gy ujtalt
S ag) Djlad Lald 1ydjal
dlalia § cudy ks Glasa
(tatalt agh) g (5593 5 ()
sl G §

(§19ad) Lo Lilyari Jido
sel QWS A 3 Jualiah gy
[9) opedl ppy 3 WA agim
b el golaill sal (apadl
(o) Ulnias (pupiilole) 45
aendlpn J) Vyaley (el aglily
coandl ally wipdba

sal pulg el Jaso

(isd) 6 Rialis Ghaly
L g a8 e e
bl A add caalit  Jull p gt
e Jealgll Gl g Gpoitadl
(o) Agaay  (HailaS) 3ab
paghagialy ()l )

A el
Plrad il e i iy
Lolad Lald ghaly sl Ay
il LIS datys J) Ula) oyl
pedlan J) Dgsaladl agas ol S
sanll ally Cable

3) Sham Province: The weekly al-Naba reported that militants from the Syrian province
carried out 1 attack on a Syrian army position in the Aleppo governorate, in Syria
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4) West Africa province: The weekly al-Naba reports that ISWAP militants carried out 6
attacks against checkpoints, convoys, camps, and two supply trucks belonging to the
Nigerian army and pro-government militias in Borno State, Nigeria.
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5) Mozambique province: The weekly newspaper al-Naba reports that ISWAP militants
carried out 1 attack against a Mozambican army convoy in the Macomia district, Cabo
Delgado province of Mozambique.
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6) Somalia Province: The weekly al-Naba reports that Somali militants carried out 1 attack
against a Puntland Security Forces patrol in the Bari region of the State of
Puntland. Somalia

CONCLUSION 1 — Strategic Impact and Operational Implications

Issue 553 highlights a reduction in the number of claimed operations compared with the
previous week, 17 attacks versus 39, but a sharp increase in operational lethality. The
reported 128 deaths and injuries were driven primarily by a high-impact assault conducted
by Islamic State Sahel Province against the Nigerien military base at Inates, demonstrating
that the organisation continues to prioritise operations capable of generating
disproportionate military and psychological effects over maintaining a consistently high
operational tempo.
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The attack on Inates represents the most strategically significant event of the reporting
period. Beyond the reported destruction and capture of military vehicles, the operation
illustrates the growing capability of IS Sahel to conduct coordinated assaults against
fortified military installations rather than limiting itself to ambushes and improvised
explosive device attacks. Such operations require reconnaissance, logistical preparation,
command and control, and the concentration of sufficient combat power, indicating
increasing organisational maturity within the Sahel Province. The attack is likely intended
both to degrade Nigerien military capabilities and to reinforce Islamic State’s narrative of
momentum across the central Sahel.

West Africa Province maintained sustained pressure in northeastern Nigeria through six
attacks targeting military checkpoints, convoys, camps, and logistics vehicles. Although
less lethal than the Inates operation, these attacks continue to demonstrate ISWAP’s
ability to impose persistent attrition on security forces while disrupting mobility, resupply,
and force projection throughout Borno State.

The operational pattern remains consistent with the long-running strategy of gradually
eroding state presence in contested rural areas.

Central Africa Province remained active through operations targeting military infrastructure
as well as commercial convoys of Christian civilians. The combination of attacks against
security forces and civilian targets reflects ISCAP’s dual objective of weakening
government control while intimidating local populations and undermining economic
activity. Despite a lower number of reported attacks than in previous weeks, eastern
Democratic Republic of the Congo continues to function as one of the Islamic State’s most
resilient operational environments.

The Syrian province conducted only a single operation, while Mozambique and Somalia
each recorded one attack. Although operational activity in these theatres remained limited,
their continued inclusion in the weekly reporting demonstrates that Islamic State preserves
functioning insurgent cells across multiple regions. These provinces retain strategic value
by maintaining the organisation’s global geographic footprint and preserving the capacity
for future expansion should local security conditions deteriorate.

RESTRICTED - PROPRIETARY INFORMATION. The information contained herein is for use by IN
OBSCURA Clients and designated local, state, and federal, law enforcement and security agencies.
Outside dissemination is prohibited. This document is the proprietary and intellectual property of IN
OBCURA, LLC. RESTRICTED FROM DISCLOSURE//NOT FOR PUBLIC RELEASE OR NEWS MEDIA

TLP CLEAR - IN OBSCURA CAVEATS APPLY



TLP CLEAR - DISSEMINATION UNLIMITED

Overall, Issue 553 confirms that Islamic State continues to pursue a strategy centred on
geographically dispersed insurgency combined with selective high-impact operations.
Rather than seeking immediate territorial expansion, the organisation remains focused on
degrading state security structures, sustaining operational relevance, and exploiting fragile
security environments where government authority remains limited.

ISLAMIC STATE ATTACKS BY COUNTRIES FROM 1 JANUARY TO 24 JUNE 2026 (COMPARED WITH 2025)
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CONCLUSION 2 — Implications for Policy and Counterterrorism

The operational picture presented in Issue 553 reinforces the need for differentiated
counterterrorism strategies tailored to the specific characteristics of each Islamic State
affiliate rather than treating the organisation as a homogeneous global threat. While
command guidance and propaganda remain centralised, operational dynamics are
increasingly driven by regional conditions, local opportunities, and affiliate capabilities.

The attack against the Inates military base should prompt renewed attention to force
protection throughout the central Sahel. Military bases located in remote areas remain
vulnerable to large-scale coordinated assaults, particularly where intelligence collection,
surveillance coverage, rapid reinforcement capabilities, and logistical resilience are
insufficient. Governments operating in the region should prioritise improvements to early

RESTRICTED - PROPRIETARY INFORMATION. The information contained herein is for use by IN
OBSCURA Clients and designated local, state, and federal, law enforcement and security agencies.
Outside dissemination is prohibited. This document is the proprietary and intellectual property of IN
OBCURA, LLC. RESTRICTED FROM DISCLOSURE//NOT FOR PUBLIC RELEASE OR NEWS MEDIA

TLP CLEAR - IN OBSCURA CAVEATS APPLY


https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/$s_!IZ_o!,f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2F51b28c5f-ab30-4130-a3aa-f4125d6f5190_1812x868.png
https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/$s_!IZ_o!,f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2F51b28c5f-ab30-4130-a3aa-f4125d6f5190_1812x868.png
https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/$s_!IZ_o!,f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2F51b28c5f-ab30-4130-a3aa-f4125d6f5190_1812x868.png

TLP CLEAR - DISSEMINATION UNLIMITED

warning systems, persistent ISR coverage, base defence, rapid reaction forces, and cross-
border intelligence sharing.

In the Lake Chad Basin, ISWAP continues to demonstrate that sustained low-intensity
pressure can produce cumulative strategic effects over time. Counterterrorism efforts
should therefore continue to focus on disrupting logistics, financing, recruitment networks,
and cross-border mobility rather than measuring success exclusively by reductions in
weekly attack numbers. Persistent attritional campaigns remain one of the group’s
principal operational strengths.

The continued resilience of ISCAP underlines the limitations of predominantly military
responses in eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo. Effective containment will require
closer integration among security operations, civilian protection, governance support, local
intelligence development, and efforts to reduce armed groups’ influence in contested
communities. Protection of commercial corridors and vulnerable civilian populations
should remain a priority given the group’s continued attacks against both military and
civilian targets.

The limited activity observed in Syria, Mozambique, and Somalia should not be interpreted
as strategic decline. Islamic State has repeatedly demonstrated an ability to preserve
dormant or low-intensity operational networks for extended periods before exploiting
favourable political or security developments. Sustained intelligence collection and
counterterrorism pressure remain necessary to prevent these affiliates from regenerating
operational capacity.

For NATO members, European governments, and international security partners, Issue 553
confirms that the principal threat generated by Islamic State currently derives from resilient
regional insurgencies capable of producing periodic high-impact attacks against military
forces while maintaining persistent instability across fragile theatres. The priority should
remain long-term disruption of operational ecosystems through intelligence integration,
partner force development, border security cooperation, financial disruption, and
governance support. The objective is not simply to reduce weekly attack numbers, but to
prevent local affiliates from translating tactical successes into sustained strategic
advantage.
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[Traffic Light Protocol (TLP) Definitions

Color

When should it be used?

How may it be shared?

For the eyes and ears of individual
recipients only, no further disclosure.

Sources may use TLP-RED when
information cannot be effectively acted
upon without significant risk for the
privacy, reputation, or operations of the
organizations involved.

Recipients may therefore not share TLP:RED
information with anyone else. In the context of a
meeting, for example, TLP:RED information is limited
to those present at the meeting.

Limited disclosure, recipients can
only spread this on a need-to-know
basis within their organization and its
clients. Note that
restricts sharing to the organization

only.

Sources may use TLP:AMBER when
information requires support to be
effectively acted upon. yet carries risk to
privacy, reputation, or operations if shared
outside of the organizations involved.

Recipients may share TLP.AMBER information with
members of

their own organization and its clients, but only on a
need-to-know basis to protect their organization and its
clients and prevent further harm. Note: if the source
wants to restrict sharing to the organization only. they
nust specify TLP:AMBER+STRICT.

Limited disclosure, recipients can
spread this within their community.

Sources may use TLP:GREEN when
information is useful to increase
awareness within their wider community.

Recipients may share TLP:GREEN information with
peers and partner organizations within their
community, but not via publicly accessible channels.
TLP:GREEN information may not be shared outside of
the community. Note: when “community” is not
defined. assume the cybersecurity/defense community.

Recipients can spread this to the
world, there is no limit on disclosure.
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