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(TLP-C) SIGNFICANT ACTIVITY WEEKLY 21 SEP 2026 
KNOW THE TARGET – WATCH THE TARGET – LOOK DEEPER -EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED 

Matthew 11:12 "And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffereth 
violence, and the violent take it by force." 

IN OBSCURA THEAT LEVEL – IMMINENT 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
CAVEAT: THIS INTELLIGENCE PRODUCT RELIES ON OPEN-SOURCE MEDIA OR GOVERNMENT RELEASED 
UNCLASIFIED INFORMATION. RECOMMENDED ACTIONS ARE INCLUDED FOR CLIENTS FOR INFORMATION AND 
ACTIONS DEEMED APPROPRIATE. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The following report by the Secure Communities Network is included in its original emailed  
appearance: Pay particular attention to the neutralized progressed attack plan in Pittsburg, 
PA.  Also note.  the media release statement of the security director.  
 
IN OBSCURA CONTEXT Pastors, Rabbis MUST address the threat and not what they think it 
is.  We are a target.  We have been a target.  Target intelligence collection and surveillance 
of our locations is rampant, largely undetected and subdued by authorities and news 
media.  Far too many security teams are suppressed and underutilized and under trained.  
Case law on lawsuits against churches for not providing a secure and safety environment is 
largely found for the Plaintiff.  Church Security teams are uninterested in professional 
liaison relationships with teams of other churches, as well the police are uninterested in 
close relationships in many jurisdictions.   
 
This forces us into a trap of our own making, complete with reactive postures and why 
attacks have multiplied including general crimes especially arson and insurgent groups 
invading church services.  No one wants to face the Islamist-Communist operations 
coming at us.  The churches are even more hated than synagogues, with daily proof just in 
media, and I am seeing capitulation and reactive spirits when that eventual attack comes.  
What do you not understand? 
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[Update] "Countless Lives" Saved After Thwarted ISIS-inspired Attack, Jewish 
Federation Of Greater Pittsburgh Says  
Source: CBS News 

https://us.list-manage.com/aGdPZUW65RW?e=9b8db91303&c2id=71f5e561c13bb5d2734fff36d6804c13
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(United States) "Countless lives" were saved after the FBI thwarted a "mass 
casualty attack" allegedly planned by a 21-year-old Pennsylvania man, the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Pittsburgh's director of community security said. The FBI 
arrested 21-year-old Jonathan Kramer of Valencia at a hotel in Cranberry Township 
last Saturday. The Jewish Federation of Greater Pittsburgh says it learned of 
Kramer and his plan on Monday evening. Investigators won't say which specific 
places Kramer had on his radar, but they say it included synagogues. 
 
Read More 

  

 

 

[Update] North Carolina Man Arrested Over Antisemitic Threats Sent To 
Jewish Leaders, Holocaust Memorial  
Source: New York Post 

https://us.list-manage.com/3uODQaqrftR?e=9b8db91303&c2id=71f5e561c13bb5d2734fff36d6804c13
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(North Carolina) Federal authorities arrested a North Carolina man accused of 
mailing antisemitic threats to Jewish organizations and leaders, including a 
Holocaust memorial and officials with the American Jewish Committee and the 
American Israel Public Affairs Committee. Brian Charles was charged with mailing 
threatening communications, according to a criminal complaint filed in federal 
court. The FBI alleges that Charles mailed the letters from Charlotte, N.C., to 
recipients in Florida and Washington, D.C., in June and July. 
 
Read More 

  

 

 

Gunman Opens Fire Outside Ontario Synagogue On Yom Kippur; Police Officer 
Seriously Wounded  
Source: Times Of Israel 

https://us.list-manage.com/DwosMfsTQDe?e=9b8db91303&c2id=71f5e561c13bb5d2734fff36d6804c13
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(Ontario) A 29-year-old man opened fire on a police officer stationed outside an 
Ontario synagogue at the start of Yom Kippur on Sunday evening, triggering a 
shootout involving as many as 30 shots, the province’s police watchdog said 
Monday. The gunfire left the assailant with life-threatening injuries and seriously 
wounded a veteran of nearly 13 years with the Belleville Police Service who was 
recovering in intensive care. The province’s Special Investigations Unit said 
preliminary evidence showed the man arrived in a truck around 7 p.m. on Sunday 
and fired at an officer outside the Sons of Jacob Synagogue in Belleville, about 110 
miles east of Toronto. The officer returned fire before a second officer arrived and 
also fired. 
Read More 

  

Support SCN  
 

 

About the Secure Community Network  
The Secure Community Network (SCN), a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, is the official safety 
and security organization for the Jewish community in North America. Founded in 
2004 under the auspices of Jewish Federations of North America and the 
Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations, SCN serves as 
the central organization dedicated exclusively to the safety and security of the 
American Jewish community. Learn more at securecommunitynetwork.org.  
 
This Daily Update is provided for situational awareness only. It includes direct 
excerpts and links from open source material, which may contain typographical 
errors and unverified information. The views and opinions expressed in the articles 
contained herein are those of the authors and publications and do not necessarily 
reflect the official policy or position of the Secure Community Network. 

https://us.list-manage.com/vMtJP7VLHmP?e=9b8db91303&c2id=71f5e561c13bb5d2734fff36d6804c13
https://us.list-manage.com/4feJl2FdY3l?e=9b8db91303&c2id=71f5e561c13bb5d2734fff36d6804c13
https://us.list-manage.com/R6J_Uad4yEi?e=9b8db91303&c2id=71f5e561c13bb5d2734fff36d6804c13
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Please report all relevant information and direct all inquiries to the SCN Duty 
Desk: 
Email: DutyDesk@securecommunitynetwork.org | Phone: 844.SCN.DESK 
   
To receive the Daily Update, subscribe at scnus.org/signup-requests 
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Socialist, communist groups coordinate, promote 'spontaneous' anti-ICE protests in Austin 
Democratic Socialists of America and Party for Socialism and Liberation mobilized within 
hours of the shooting 
Asra Q. Nomani By Asra Q. Nomani , Michael Dorgan Fox News 

mailto:DutyDesk@securecommunitynetwork.org
tel:8447263375
https://us.list-manage.com/EjWaAEyZrR0?e=9b8db91303&c2id=71f5e561c13bb5d2734fff36d6804c13
https://securecommunitynetwork.us17.list-manage.com/profile?u=0b3c7e1421bd2734b0610a1fb&id=ee68ff9d1a&e=9b8db91303&c=ac5b0d1753
https://securecommunitynetwork.us17.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=0b3c7e1421bd2734b0610a1fb&id=ee68ff9d1a&t=b&e=9b8db91303&c=ac5b0d1753
https://us.list-manage.com/14qkDB1eCNz?e=9b8db91303&c2id=71f5e561c13bb5d2734fff36d6804c13
https://us.list-manage.com/bwC7ylzyoVe?e=9b8db91303&c2id=71f5e561c13bb5d2734fff36d6804c13
https://us.list-manage.com/18ZuiVKJokN?e=9b8db91303&c2id=71f5e561c13bb5d2734fff36d6804c13
https://us.list-manage.com/Ll32_b2V_D3?e=9b8db91303&c2id=71f5e561c13bb5d2734fff36d6804c13
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Published September 21, 2026 8:24pm EDT https://www.foxnews.com/politics/socialist-
communist-groups-coordinate-promote-spontaneous-anti-ice-protests-
austin?msockid=15e3b8dd46f76f290e0bafb047f66ec5 
 
"Great Catch": Man Arrested After Airport Security Finds Suspected Explosive in 
Carry-On, TSA agents allegedly found a suspected explosive device hidden in a pill bottle 
during security screening at Omaha’s Eppley Airfield. Omaha police arrested the passenger 
Alex Igna, Published 11.09.26 | 10:07 | Updated 11.09.26 | 10:31, 
https://passport.news/article/3980 
 
TSA agents allegedly found the suspected explosive device hidden inside a prescription-
style pill bottle in his carry-on luggage, according to a federal criminal complaint. 
Che Kristian Salpas was charged in the U.S. District Court for the District of Nebraska 
with violating 18 U.S.C. § 844(g)(1), which prohibits carrying an explosive into an airport.  
From my review of the US District Court of Nebraska US BATFE Criminal Complaint: 
 
“…7. TSA’s explosive specialist (TSS-E), Garret Stoker, contacted OPD Bomb Squad 
to assist. The device was a fully enclosed cardboard tube, approximately four inches long 
and approximately one inch in diameter. A green hobby fuse was inserted into the middle of 
the device. Also located in Salpas’s bag was a butane lighter and two zippo style lighters.  
 
Below are photos of the device (left) and the butane lighter (right): 
 

   

https://passport.news/article/3980
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8. An X-ray of the device showed the tube was completely filled with a powder. 
Sargeant Kristopher Gates of the OPD Bomb Response Unit, who has extensive training and 
experience investigating explosives, reviewed the device itself. He indicated that the 
cardboard tube device had a green hobby/cannon fuse coming from the center, with end 
caps on each end. This is indicative of an M-Series explosive device. Sgt. Gates indicated 
that the fuse is not an electric circuit breaker, but instead appears to be a black powder 
encased in a material designed to be burned down and initiate a powder inside an 
explosive device….”  
 
Letters: Churches should study ways to cope with active shooters 
The Advocate. Letters to The Editor, Sep 17,2026, 
https://www.theadvocate.com/baton_rouge/opinion/letters-church-
shootings/article_fe16ed6d-1802-505e-a03e-0613f6cc0842.html 
 
"...The front-page article on Sept. 13, "'This is where we are' — with increased security 
churches seek new ways to welcome congregants," was very interesting. Unfortunately, it 
did not cover many aspects of past church shootings nor actions that need to be taken to 
minimize victims… 
For instance, about half of church attacks start in the parking lot. Anyone who is a pastor, 
church security person, teacher, principal of a school or even a law enforcement officer 
tasked with protecting a church, school or event should read the book "First 30 Seconds: 
The Active Shooter Problem, America's Four Decades of Failure to Adapt and What America 
Must Change to Minimize Victims" by Ed Monk, a retired lieutenant colonel.  The author 
points out that just because you have an armed officer present you should not think you are 
completely safe, and you still bear the burden for your own safety. There is even a chapter 
on church shootings..." 
 
After beefing up security, Louisiana congregations seek new ways to welcome 
BY BOB WARREN | Staff writer Sep 13, 2026 
https://www.nola.com/news/louisiana-churches-increase-security/article_a6774dac-
b2da-4aeb-babd-ea05b2185a57.html 
 

https://www.theadvocate.com/baton_rouge/opinion/letters-church-shootings/article_fe16ed6d-1802-505e-a03e-0613f6cc0842.html
https://www.theadvocate.com/baton_rouge/opinion/letters-church-shootings/article_fe16ed6d-1802-505e-a03e-0613f6cc0842.html
https://www.nola.com/news/louisiana-churches-increase-security/article_a6774dac-b2da-4aeb-babd-ea05b2185a57.html
https://www.nola.com/news/louisiana-churches-increase-security/article_a6774dac-b2da-4aeb-babd-ea05b2185a57.html
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In his nearly 30 years as a minister, the Rev. Fred Devall has taken comfort in an overriding 
tenet of his faith — “The Episcopal Church welcomes you!” he said, opening his arms. 
 
So it felt odd, said Devall, the pastor of St. Martin’s Episcopal Church in Metairie, to watch 
this spring as a security consultant walk the church’s ushers through the basics of 
keeping the church and worshippers safe: Look for unfamiliar faces. Look for someone 
carrying a backpack. Look for anything that might go wrong. “Those things don’t exactly 
go together, right?” Devall said of a welcoming church with sometimes suspicious eyes 
keeping watch. “But this is where we are.” 
 
The consultant told the ushers that “they’re the first set of eyes, the front line,” Devall 
said. And not to feel awkward introducing themselves to the newcomers walking through 
the doors of the church on busy Metairie Road. 
 
Faimon Roberts: With mass shootings more frequent, clergy must balance sanctuary 
and security BY FAIMON A. ROBERTS III | Staff columnist Sep 17, 2026, Nola.com, 
https://www.nola.com/opinions/faimon_roberts/clergy-mass-shootings-security-opinion-
new-orleans/article_da1d3292-d288-446b-b75e-052b9283ba02.html 
 
In what now feels like a lifetime ago, I studied to become a Protestant pastor.  The 
curriculum, as you might expect, included theology, Greek, Hebrew, Bible study and 
pastoral ministry courses. 
 
Not included in classes I took: threat identification, tactical takedowns and firearm safety. 
In the late 1990s and early 2000s, when I was in the midst of my studies, my professors 
thought the biggest threats to churches were the secularization of culture and perhaps 
postmodern thought. How quaint. As illustrated in a recent story by this newspaper’s Bob 
Warren, pastors — and indeed clergy of any faith — must keep security near the top of their 
to-do lists along with that week’s homily. When I started my studies, mass shootings felt 
like aberrations. Now, they are a disturbingly frequent reality. 
 
Faith groups urge passage of bipartisan bill that would protect houses of worship from 
protest, “This bill works very hard to balance our First Amendment constitutional rights 
between the right to free speech and the right to worship,” Rep. Tom Suozzi said. 

https://www.nola.com/opinions/faimon_roberts/clergy-mass-shootings-security-opinion-new-orleans/article_da1d3292-d288-446b-b75e-052b9283ba02.html
https://www.nola.com/opinions/faimon_roberts/clergy-mass-shootings-security-opinion-new-orleans/article_da1d3292-d288-446b-b75e-052b9283ba02.html


TLP CLEAR – DISSEMINATION UNLIMITED  

 
     RESTRICTED - PROPRIETARY INFORMATION. The information contained herein is for use by IN 

OBSCURA Clients and designated local, state, and federal, law enforcement and security agencies. 
Outside dissemination is prohibited. This document is the proprietary and intellectual property of IN 
OBCURA, LLC. RESTRICTED FROM DISCLOSURE//NOT FOR PUBLIC RELEASE OR NEWS MEDIA 

TLP CLEAR – IN OBSCURA CAVEATS APPLY  
 

Andrew Bernard, Jewish News Service https://www.jns.org/news/u-s-news/faith-groups-
urge-passage-of-bipartisan-bill-that-would-protect-houses-of-worship-from-protest 
 
The bill would make it unlawful, under penalty of a civil fine, for anyone to knowingly disrupt 
or impede a scheduled religious service by engaging “in a course of conduct that 
substantially affects interstate commerce” within 100 feet of the entrance of a house of 
worship. The bill also creates a right for anyone whose religious service is so disrupted to 
sue in court.  “If there’s a civil action that can be brought, it will make the antagonizers, the 
harassers, the people who don’t want to peaceably protest think twice,” Knott told JNS. 
Jewish groups have sought greater federal and local protections for houses of worship as a 
result of anti-Israel protests and attacks against synagogues in the wake of Oct. 7. 
 
Feds charge former South Lake Tahoe mayor with embezzling $390K from church By 
Sharon Bernstein September 16, 2026 10:59 AM 
https://www.sacbee.com/news/local/crime/article317267957.html 
 
“I am submitting my resignation to you, effective immediately,” Wallace said in her letter to 
City Clerk Susan Blankenship. “I urge Mayor Pro Tem Cody Bass to resign as well.” Shock 
reverberated statewide last week after Wallace wrote in two local news organizations about 
her theft from the Lake Tahoe Community Presbyterian Church, where she served as a 
bookkeeper. She also wrote in her letter about attempting suicide following a series of 
traumatic events, according to her remarks published in SouthTahoeNow.com and the 
Tahoe Daily Tribune newspaper. “Sorry is not a strong enough word to explain the depths of 
my regret and shame” Wallace wrote Oct. 5 in her letter. “I do not think anyone can be as 
angry at me as I am at myself.” 
 
Police charge 87-year-old Maryland man with murder after roommate found dead 
By Neal Augenstein, WTOP Radio, September 22, 2026 | 10:34 AM 
https://wtop.com/maryland/2026/09/police-charge-87-year-old-maryland-man-with-
murder-after-roommate-found-dead/ 
 
 
 
 

https://www.jns.org/news/u-s-news/faith-groups-urge-passage-of-bipartisan-bill-that-would-protect-houses-of-worship-from-protest
https://www.jns.org/news/u-s-news/faith-groups-urge-passage-of-bipartisan-bill-that-would-protect-houses-of-worship-from-protest
https://www.sacbee.com/news/local/crime/article317267957.html
https://wtop.com/maryland/2026/09/police-charge-87-year-old-maryland-man-with-murder-after-roommate-found-dead/
https://wtop.com/maryland/2026/09/police-charge-87-year-old-maryland-man-with-murder-after-roommate-found-dead/
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IN OBSCURA COMMENT 
As the security director at my former church, I was excoriated for asking clergy to disclose 
to me contents of counseling sessions which are or might be indicators of potential risk 
and violent outcomes.  I have seen several media reports over the years that nailed my 
instinctive request if that clergy back then.  This one report is actually a proper and l 
required disclosure.  
 
An 87-year-old Frederick, Maryland man is charged with murder after authorities said he 
led investigators to his home where his roommate was found dead. According to charging 
documents cited by The Frederick News-Post, an associate pastor at Frederick Christian 
Fellowship Church contacted a Frederick County Sheriff’s Office deputy after a congregant 
said he had killed someone.  When the deputy arrived at the church, Dickstein was still 
there and told the deputy the address where Bushnell’s body was discovered, police said. 
Investigators spoke with a man who had driven Dickstein to the church. According to 
prosecutors, during the ride, Dickstein told the man that he had shot Bushnell. 
 
Man stabbed in church basement meeting: SCPD 
WPIX11, by: Dominique Jack, Posted: Sep 12, 2026 / 08:35 AM EDT,Updated: Sep 12, 2026 / 
08:35 AM EDT,  https://pix11.com/news/crime/man-stabbed-in-church-basement-
meeting-scpd/ 
 
AMITYVILLE, N.Y. (PIX11)  A 65-year-old man is in the hospital after being stabbed in the 
neck during a church meeting on Friday night, according to the Suffolk County police. 
Daniel Escobar, 33, was charged with assault after allegedly stabbing the 65-year-old in the 
basement of First United Methodist Church in Amityville, Long Island around 8:30 p.m., 
authorities say.  Escobar had escaped was found and arrested near Ackerson Boulevard 
just before 10:30 p.m., police said. The victim was taken to the hospital for treatment of 
serious injuries, officials reported. 
 
Student jailed for school threats in Bleckley Co. had plans for local church, sheriff says 
by Jordan StevensonFri, September 18, 2026 at 2:28 PM, Updated Fri, September 18, 2026 
at 9:24 PM, https://wgxa.tv/news/local/student-jailed-for-school-threats-in-bleckley-co-
had-plans-for-local-church-sheriff-says-local-news-crime-shooting-threat-bleckley-
county-schools-middle-georgia-education-daniel-cape 

https://www.fredericknewspost.com/news/crime_and_justice/cops_and_crime/updated-frederick-man-charged-with-murder-of-roommate/article_ef503fdf-f725-57d5-be8f-1b15b9a72cf6.html
http://cityoffrederickmd.gov/m/newsflash/Home/Detail/8284
https://pix11.com/news/crime/man-stabbed-in-church-basement-meeting-scpd/
https://pix11.com/news/crime/man-stabbed-in-church-basement-meeting-scpd/
https://wgxa.tv/news/local/student-jailed-for-school-threats-in-bleckley-co-had-plans-for-local-church-sheriff-says-local-news-crime-shooting-threat-bleckley-county-schools-middle-georgia-education-daniel-cape
https://wgxa.tv/news/local/student-jailed-for-school-threats-in-bleckley-co-had-plans-for-local-church-sheriff-says-local-news-crime-shooting-threat-bleckley-county-schools-middle-georgia-education-daniel-cape
https://wgxa.tv/news/local/student-jailed-for-school-threats-in-bleckley-co-had-plans-for-local-church-sheriff-says-local-news-crime-shooting-threat-bleckley-county-schools-middle-georgia-education-daniel-cape


TLP CLEAR – DISSEMINATION UNLIMITED  

 
     RESTRICTED - PROPRIETARY INFORMATION. The information contained herein is for use by IN 

OBSCURA Clients and designated local, state, and federal, law enforcement and security agencies. 
Outside dissemination is prohibited. This document is the proprietary and intellectual property of IN 
OBCURA, LLC. RESTRICTED FROM DISCLOSURE//NOT FOR PUBLIC RELEASE OR NEWS MEDIA 

TLP CLEAR – IN OBSCURA CAVEATS APPLY  
 

 
BLECKLEY COUNTY, Ga. (WGXA) — Authorities said the student who was arrested for 
threatening a school shooting in Bleckley County also planned an "active event" at a local 
church. On Thursday, a Bleckley County Middle School student was arrested after allegedly 
threatening to commit a school shooting, after the sheriff's office received a tip from the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation about a "serious and active threat" to the school system. 
 
"As our investigation has continued, additional information has been uncovered that we 
believe the public needs to be made aware of," Bleckley County Sheriff Daniel Cape said on 
Friday. Investigators have determined that the juvenile also expressed plans to carry out an 
active event at a church. At this time, no specific church was identified, and no specific 
date or time was given in connection with that threat." 
 
FBI: Milford man accused of child sex abuse tied to church ministry in multiple states 
Updated: 10:51 AM EDT Sep 16, 2026, WLWT, Emily Sanderson 
 
ALEXANDRIA, Va. A Milford, Ohio man is facing federal charges, accused of engaging in 
illegal sexual activity involving minors while serving as a youth minister across several 
states. According to the FBI and other federal officials, 66-year-old Jeffrey Taylor, who now 
lives in Milford, Ohio, is accused of sexually grooming and abusing multiple boys during his 
years working as a youth minister. 
 
According to federal officials, Taylor served in ministry positions in several states: working 
as a youth minister in Illinois in the 1980s, then serving at The Falls Church in Virginia from 
1990 to 2002 and then later working at two churches in Atlanta, Georgia in the early 2000s. 
Investigators say the alleged abuse spanned from 1990 to 2008. 
 
According to court documents, Taylor is accused of "sexually grooming" multiple boys 
during his time as a youth minister at The Falls Church in Virginia. Court documents allege 
Taylor would use "sexual horseplay" as part of the alleged grooming, along with probing 
questions about the boys' sexual secrets and habits, and detailed revelations about his 
own sexual experiences. He's accused of traveling with the intent to engage in illicit 
sexual conduct with boys by taking them to ministry events in another state or country. 
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Lindsay Clancy Juror Taken to Undisclosed Location to Protect His Safety 
National, Life News, Steven Ertelt  |   Sep 18, 2026   |   9:24AM   |   
Washington, DC, https://www.lifenews.com/2026/09/18/lindsay-clancy-juror-taken-to-
undisclosed-location-to-protect-his-safety/?cmid=6cc048d2-19f6-496a-a0b4-
b0ac2b4bba27 
 
The lone juror in the Lindsay Clancy murder trial has been taken to an undisclosed location 
to protect him from threats from feminists and other who support the mom who killed her 
three children. Michael was the holdout juror in the trial, that ultimately ended in a mistrial 
instead of a not guilty verdict thanks to his courage to not go along with the feminists on the 
jury who admittedly wanted to send a message by exonerating Clancy. 
 
His name spread online after the mistrial. He said he has been doxxed, that his life has 
been threatened, and that people have stalked his house.  
He also addressed attacks on his background.  “I did not lie on the questionnaire,” he told 
Fugitive TV, saying he disclosed a past arrest when selected. A 2021 charge that he 
assaulted his then-wife was later dismissed. Desronvil and his family have endured doxxing 
and harassment since his name was first publicly announced this week. 
Desronvil’s attorney, Edward Andrew Paltzik, confirmed he was representing the juror, and 
says he is a conservative Christian and “American hero.” In a lengthy post on social media 
bout Desronvile, he said Desronvil is “safe and sound at an undisclosed secure location.” 
 
How much privacy should you expect at church? 
Baptist News, Rick Pidcock  |  September 14, 2026 
https://baptistnews.com/article/how-much-privacy-should-you-expect-at-church/ 
IN OBSCURA CONTEXT 
This is a very strange article and avoids a context that is vital.  This church property is 
massive, and I am confident they also have off sire locations.  As such, the security team is 
using technologies they can afford as a force multiplier. The tone of this article is suspect in 
its accusation of creating utopia, however church security professionals need to be aware 
of such portrayals.  More creating suspicions and accusations, truth in disclosing  the need 
for technical support of security driven by threat intelligence and past attacks.  The   
article… 
 

https://www.lifenews.com/2026/09/18/lindsay-clancy-juror-taken-to-undisclosed-location-to-protect-his-safety/?cmid=6cc048d2-19f6-496a-a0b4-b0ac2b4bba27
https://www.lifenews.com/2026/09/18/lindsay-clancy-juror-taken-to-undisclosed-location-to-protect-his-safety/?cmid=6cc048d2-19f6-496a-a0b4-b0ac2b4bba27
https://www.lifenews.com/2026/09/18/lindsay-clancy-juror-taken-to-undisclosed-location-to-protect-his-safety/?cmid=6cc048d2-19f6-496a-a0b4-b0ac2b4bba27
https://baptistnews.com/article/how-much-privacy-should-you-expect-at-church/
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Imagine a world where high-control pastors could monitor the movements of every staff 
member, church member or visitor using the power of artificial intelligence. This is the 
sacralized dystopia being created at Lakepointe Church in Rockwall, Texas. 
 
Of course, the leaders of Lakepointe would suggest they’re creating a utopia. With Pastor 
Josh Howerton signing a new podcast deal with The Blaze, he uses the name “Live Free” 
and warns against authoritarian governments who use mass surveillance. In contrast to 
Howerton’s supposed world of freedom, he warns that governments who use mass 
surveillance need “to be omnipotent now to control outcomes.” 
 
According to Mary Kuti, a former Lakepointe worship pastor, one of these “sensitive areas” 
includes rooms where women undress: “Regarding the cameras: They are everywhere. 
Some are hidden. In the music studio, cameras were concealed in the black rafters and 
were not obvious or clearly labeled.  
Women have changed clothes in those rooms without knowing cameras were present. That 
alone deserves serious questions about transparency, privacy, oversight and who has 
access to that footage.” 
 
So should we trust Howerton, praise him for his protection, and “pick a lane” without 
questioning what’s going on here? Or should we follow Howerton’s own advice to “live free” 
by looking into the connection between mass surveillance and leaders who view 
themselves as “omnipotent now to control outcomes”? Images from the article: 
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IN OBSCURA CONTEXT IMAGERY 
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After SC megachurch kicks sex offender off worship team, church grapples with how 
to guard children By Matthew Hensley Post and Courier, Sep 14, 2026  
https://www.postandcourier.com/greenville/news/brookwood-church-sex-offender-
simpsonville-sc-megachurch/article_3a6d163f-dec0-4098-82c5-d5a7d3962b51.html 
 
SIMPSONVILLE — From the witness stand of a Georgia courtroom, a then-13-year-old boy 
walked Clayton County jurors through what his former youth minister had done to him 
during a church camping trip two years earlier. 
 
The boy was awakened in his cot, and the man put the boy's hands on his body, according 
to the Atlanta Journal-Constitution’s coverage of the boy's testimony. Later, the man pulled 
the boy into his bunk and began fondling him. 
Why did only some in leadership roles know of Sidell’s past? Why was he able to rise in the 
church and participate on the worship team? Why did the church seem to have so close a 
relationship with Sidell's Rusty Bucket Music, a music and event space that parents 
thought was safe for their children? 

https://www.postandcourier.com/greenville/news/brookwood-church-sex-offender-simpsonville-sc-megachurch/article_3a6d163f-dec0-4098-82c5-d5a7d3962b51.html
https://www.postandcourier.com/greenville/news/brookwood-church-sex-offender-simpsonville-sc-megachurch/article_3a6d163f-dec0-4098-82c5-d5a7d3962b51.html
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"We never suspected anything," said Kyle McKittrick, who's been at the church for six years 
and has five children. 
As of this summer, the church no longer allows Sidell to serve and said it has added 
guardrails to better safeguard its members. 
 
16th Street Baptist Church marks bombing anniversary with a new visitor center, It’s 
really devastating': Westland parishioners rally to keep weekend masses 
Kim Chandler, Associated Press, Published: September 15, 2026 at 4:41 PM, Updated: 
September 15, 2026 at 5:08 PM 
https://www.clickondetroit.com/news/politics/2026/09/15/16th-street-baptist-church-
marks-bombing-anniversary-with-a-new-visitor-center/ 
IN OBSCURA CONTEXT:  16 Years 
 
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. – Sixty-three years ago, dynamite planted by Ku Klux Klan members 
exploded through the 16th Street Baptist Church in Birmingham, Alabama, killing four girls 
as they prepared for Sunday services. 
 
Hundreds of people filled the church on Tuesday on the 63rd anniversary of the bombing. 
The church marked the anniversary with the opening of a new visitors center that leaders 
said is aimed at educating people about one of the most horrific events of the Civil Rights 
Movement and urging a recommitment to continue the struggle for justice. 
 
Klansmen had placed a bundle of dynamite outside the church under a set of stairs. The 
bombing came during the height of the Civil Rights Movement, eight months after then-
Gov. George Wallace pledged “segregation forever.” 
 
The girls were gathered in a downstairs washroom before Sunday services when the 
dynamite exploded at 10:22 a.m. on Sept. 15, 1963. The explosion killed 11-year-old Denise 
McNair and Cynthia Wesley, Carole Robertson and Addie Mae Collins, all 14. A fifth girl, 
Sarah Collins Rudolph, the sister of Addie Mae, was in the room and was severely injured 
but survived. 
 
Three Ku Klux Klansmen were eventually convicted in the blast: Robert Chambliss in 1977; 
Thomas Blanton in 2001; and Bobby Frank Cherry in 2002. 

https://www.clickondetroit.com/news/politics/2026/09/15/16th-street-baptist-church-marks-bombing-anniversary-with-a-new-visitor-center/
https://www.clickondetroit.com/news/politics/2026/09/15/16th-street-baptist-church-marks-bombing-anniversary-with-a-new-visitor-center/
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Bomb Threat Empties Archdiocese of St. Louis HQ in Shrewsbury Before 3 P.M. 
By Linden Wynn, Hoodline, Published on September 16, 2026 
https://hoodline.com/2026/09/bomb-threat-empties-archdiocese-of-st-louis-hq-in-
shrewsbury-before-3-p-m/ 
 
The Archdiocese of St. Louis shut down its Shrewsbury headquarters early Tuesday after a 
bomb threat forced an evacuation of the building, prompting a police response before 3 
p.m. Officers found no immediate threat to the public and reported no injuries as they 
investigated. Tuesday's incident was not the first bomb threat to disrupt a public facility in 
the region this month. Ten days earlier, on September 5, a phoned-in bomb threat 
prompted a precautionary K-9 and bomb-squad sweep at a South St. Louis County 
Walmart on Telegraph Road, with the situation still developing as of Saturday afternoon. 
 
ALSO: 
Police Charge Man for Alleged Terrorist Threats Against Archdiocese of St. Louis 
‘We pray for an end to the hatred and threats of violence that have become so regrettably 
prevalent on social media,’ an archdiocesan spokesperson said. Tyler Arnold/EWTN News 
English, September 18, 2026, https://www.ncregister.com/cna/man-charged-for-alleged-
threats-against-archdiocese-of-st-louis 
 
A 32-year-old man is facing a felony charge for allegedly threatening to kill every person at 
the headquarters of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of St. Louis. 
Prosecutors alleged that Robinson posted a video on TikTok on Sept. 15 in which he said he 
was two minutes away from the archdiocese and that God had instructed him to use no 
discernment and that “everyone who walks into that church is guilty and to kill them.” 
According to the prosecutors, Robinson posted a second video in the parking lot and 
turned his phone to show archdiocesan offices and said his directions were to leave no one 
breathing. 
 
Fire destroys Texola Baptist Church in Beckham County, investigation underway 
A fire destroyed Texola Baptist Church in Beckham County, leaving the congregation 
without a place to worship as the cause remains under investigation. 
https://www.koco.com/article/fire-destroys-texola-baptist-church-beckham-
county/73765056 

https://hoodline.com/2026/09/bomb-threat-empties-archdiocese-of-st-louis-hq-in-shrewsbury-before-3-p-m/
https://hoodline.com/2026/09/bomb-threat-empties-archdiocese-of-st-louis-hq-in-shrewsbury-before-3-p-m/
https://www.ncregister.com/cna/man-charged-for-alleged-threats-against-archdiocese-of-st-louis
https://www.ncregister.com/cna/man-charged-for-alleged-threats-against-archdiocese-of-st-louis
https://www.koco.com/article/fire-destroys-texola-baptist-church-beckham-county/73765056
https://www.koco.com/article/fire-destroys-texola-baptist-church-beckham-county/73765056
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A fire that broke out around noon yesterday at Texola Baptist Church in Beckham County 
has left the building completely destroyed.  Crews from Erick, Sayre, Shamrock, and other 
departments responded to the fire, but they were unable to save the church. 
 
SOCIAL NETWORK INTELLIGENCE 
This venue is a valuable guide to observe sentiment and atmospherics which can provide 
open source intelligence leads, indications, and warnings. 
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///END/// 
====================================================================  
REQUEST WRITTEN PERMISSION, EMAIL, PRIOR TO DISSEMINATING ANY IN OBSCURA 
PRODUCTS OR INFORMATION. 
 
TRAFFIC LIGHT PROTOCOL REQUIREMENTS FOR DISSEMINATION  
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